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II.7.   Non-relativistic Green’s Function Techniques for Many-Body Interactions  
 
 As discussed in Part II.6, the Schrödinger’s equation can be derived from the relativistic Klein-
Gordon equation by taking the non-relativistic limit, and it is an equation linear in time, in contrast to the 
quadratic time dependence of the Klein-Gordon equation. Hence, in considering Feynman diagrams for most 
condensed matter physics systems governed by the non-relativistic Schrödinger’s equation, the 
corresponding propagators (and therefore the Green’s functions) are expected to take on a slightly different 
form from what we have seen for the relativistic quantum field theory. In this section, we focus on the non-
relativistic Green’s function techniques, which play a fundamental role in the treatment of many-body 
systems. Specifically, various fundamental physical properties of a many-body system, such as the ground 
state energy, the density of states and the excitation spectrum, the response functions (e.g., conductivity, 
magnetic susceptibility, dielectric constant, etc.), and the thermodynamic quantities, can be derived from the 
Green’s functions.    
 
[Basic properties of Green’s functions] 
 
 Before proceeding with formal treatment of Green’s function techniques for many-body systems, it 
is worthwhile reviewing some basic mathematical properties of Green’s functions. Let’s first consider the 
case of time-independent Green’s functions. Given a linear, hermitian and time-independent differential 
operator L(r) and a complex variable z = λ + is, the Green’s function G(r, r′; z) of L(r) is defined as the 
solution to the following equation    
 

( )[ ] ( ) ( ), ;z L G z δ′ ′− = −r r r r r ,         (II.278) 
 
subject to certain homogeneous boundary conditions on the surface S of the domain Ω of r and r′.  
 
 Assuming that { }nφ  is the complete orthonormal set of eigenfunctions of L, subject to the same 

conditions on the surface S as G(r, r′; z), and that { }nλ  is the eigenvalues, we may express the Green’s 
function G as follows:    
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or equivalently 
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where ( ) n n nL φ λ φ=r , nΣ′  denotes the sum over the eigenfunctions of the discrete spectrum, and dn∫  is 
an integration over the continuous spectrum. We also note that the following orthogonality relations: 
  

( ) ( )3 *
n m nm n md rφ φ δ φ φ′= = ∫ r r ,  ( ) ( ) ( )*

n nn
φ φ δ′ ′= −∑ r r r r .       (II.281) 

 
Moreover, since L is hermitian, all eigenvalues λn’s are real, implying that the singularities of G(z) are all on 
the real axis. For branch cuts of G(z), we may define G+(λ) and G−(λ) so that 
 

( ) ( )
0

lim
s

G G isλ λ±

→ +
≡ ± .          (II.282) 

 
The simple poles and branch cut of G(z) on the λ-s complex plane are illustrated in Fig. II.7.1. 
 
 Once G(z) is known, we can do the following: 
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Fig. II.7.1  Green’s function solutions on the z-plane.  

〈1〉  Finding the solutions to the inhomogeneous equation 
 

( )[ ] ( ) ( )z L u f− =r r r ,           (II.283) 
where  

      ( ) ( ) ( )3 , ;u d r G z f′ ′ ′= ∫r r r r    if nz λ≠ , 

      ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3 , ;u d r G z f φ′ ′ ′= +∫r r r r r   if z λ= ∈{branch cuts of G(z)}, 
 

and u(r), φ(r), G(r, r′; z), all satisfy the same boundary conditions on S, with φ(r) being the solution to 
the homogeneous equation: 

 

     ( )[ ] ( ) 0z L φ− =r r .          (II.284) 
 

Here we note that there is no solution to u(r) if z coincides with λn unless f (r) is orthogonal to all 
eigenfunctions of λn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
〈2〉  Obtaining information for the eigenfunctions and eigenvalues of L(r). That is, finding the poles of G(z), 

which correspond to the discrete eigenvalues of L(r); the residues at the poles, which correspond to the 
products of ( ) ( )*

n nφ φ ′r r , provided that ( )nφ r  are not degenerate; and the branch cuts of G(r, r′; z) along 
the real axis, which correspond to the continuous spectrum of L(r).  

 
〈3〉  Deriving the density of states N (λ) associated with the operator L(r):  

 
From G*(r, r′; z) = G(r′, r; z*) and EQ. (II.282), we have G−(r, r′; z) = [G+(r′, r; z)]*. Consequently, 
Re{G−(r, r′; z)} = Re{[G+(r, r′; z)]}, Im{G−(r, r′; z)} = − Im{[G+(r, r′; z)]}, and  

 

 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )*, ; , ; , ; 2 n n nn
G G G iλ λ λ π δ λ λ φ φ+ −′ ′ ′ ′≡ − = − −∑r r r r r r r r�  

     ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )* *2 n n n n n n ni dnπ δ λ λ φ φ δ λ λ φ φ′ ′= − − + −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦Σ′ ∫r r r r ,       (II.285) 
 

where we have used the identity 
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In the case of diagonal matrix elements, we have  

 

  ( ) ( ) ( )
( )

( ) ( ) ( )
*

*, ; n n
n n nn n

n

G i
φ φ

λ π δ λ λ φ φ
λ λ

± = −
−

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦
∑ ∑

r r
r r r r∓P ,       (II.287) 

 
which yields the trace: 
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Therefore, ( ) dλ λ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦N  is the number of states in the interval [ ], dλ λ λ+ , and the quantity 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )*; n n nn
ρ λ δ λ λ φ φ≡ −∑r r r          (II.289) 

 
is the density of states per unit volume, so that  
 

          ( ) ( )3 ;d rλ ρ λ= ∫ rN .          (II.290) 

Consequently, 

    ( ) ( ){ }1
; Im , ;Gρ λ λ

π
±=r r r∓ ,          (II.291) 

and    ( ) ( ){ }1
Im Tr Gλ

π
λ±= ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∓N .         (II.292) 

Furthermore,  
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〈4〉  Using ( ) ( ) 1

0 0G z z L −= −  and L1 to obtain information for the eigenfunctions and eigenvalues of L = L0 + 
L1. Specifically, if the operator L is represented by the total Hamiltonian H of the system, so that for H 

= H 0 + H 1, ( ) ( ) 1

0 0G z z −
= − H  and ( ) ( ) 1G z z −

= − H . Hence,  
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    0 0 1 0 1 0G G G G G G= + = +H H .           (II.294) 
 
 Next, let’s consider time-dependent Green’s functions. The Green’s function associated with a first-
order (in time) partial differential equation of the form  
 

    ( ) ( ), 0
i

L t
C t

φ
∂

− =
∂

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦

r r ,          (II.295) 

 
is defined as the solution of the following equation: 
 

   ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), ; ,
i

L g t t t t
C t

δ δ=
∂ ′ ′ ′ ′− − −
∂

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦

r r r r r          (II.296) 

 
subject to certain boundary conditions on the surface S of the domain Ω of r and r′; L(r) is a linear, hermitian 
and time-independent operator with a complete set of eigenfunctions {φ (r)}; and C is a constant. If C is real, 
it may be taken as positive without losing generality. In this case, ( ), ; ,g t t′ ′r r  is associated with a 
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Fig. II.7.2  Integration paths for Green’s functions on the ω-plane.  
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Schrödinger type equation. On the other hand, if C is imaginary, ( ), ; ,g t t′ ′r r  is associated with a diffusion 
type equation.  
 
 Generally for time-independent L(r), ( ), ; ,g t t′ ′r r  may be expressed in terms of the time difference 

t tτ ′≡ − . In this case, the Fourier transform of ( ), ;g τ′r r  is ( ), ;g ω′r r , which is directly related to the 
time-independent Green’s function ( ), ;G z′r r  if we take z = ω/C and allow ω to be complex. Thus, we have 
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′−′ ′
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 The Green’s function associated with a second-order (in time) differential equation is defined as the 
solution of  

   ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
2

2 2

1
, ;L g

C t
δ δτ τ=

∂ ′ ′− − −
∂

⎡ ⎤
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The Fourier transform ( ), ;g ω′r r  in this case is related to the time-independent Green’s function ( ), ;G z′r r  

by ( )
2

2, ; , ;g G
C

ω
ω′ ′⎛ ⎞= ⎜ ⎟

⎝ ⎠
r r r r . The special case of 2L = −∇  reduces to the wave equation. 

 
 Having obtained ( )g τ>�  and ( )g τ<� , we can:  
 

〈1〉  Solve the homogeneous equation in EQ. (II.295) as 
 

    ( ) ( ) ( )3, , , ,
i

t d r g t t t
C

φ φ′ ′ ′ ′= −∫r r r r� ,         (II.299) 

 

where ( ) ( ) ( )g g gτ τ τ> <≡ −� � � , with the corresponding integration paths in the ω-plane illustrated in Fig. 
II.7.2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

〈2〉  Solve the inhomogeneous equation: 
 

    ( ) ( ) ( ), ,
i

L t f t
C t

ψ
∂

− =
∂

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦

r r r ,         (II.300) 

with ( ), tψ r  given by  

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3, , , ; ,t t d r dt g t t f tψ φ +′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′= + −∫ ∫r r r r r ,       (II.301) 
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where ( ), tφ r  is the solution of the homogenous equation EQ. (III.370).  
 
〈3〉  Use g0(τ) and L1(r) to obtain information for the solution of 
 

    ( ) ( ), 0i
L t

C t
ψ

∂
− =

∂
⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦

r r ,         

 

where g0(τ) is the Green’s function of solution of L0(r), and L = L0 + L1. 
 
 Having reviewed some basic properties of Green’s functions, next we consider the effect of 
temperature, in preparation for applying Green’s functions to the derivation of thermodynamic properties. 
 
[Temperature dependent quantum field theory] 
 
 Temperature is one of the most fundamental variables in the description of a condensed matter 
physics system. The fact that it is conspicuously missing in the quantum field theory that we have discussed 
so far may have raised concerns for the applicability of quantum field theory to condensed matter physics 
systems at finite temperatures. In reality, temperature T can be naturally introduced into the zero-temperature 
quantum field theory through a Wick rotation t = − itE if one identifies the inverse of temperature (β = 1/T) 
with the imaginary time. Specifically, the Minkowskian path integral for scalar field theory (with =  restored) 
 

                     ( )21
exp ( )

2
di

Z D d xϕ ϕ ϕ= ∂ −⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟⎢ ⎥⎝ ⎠⎣ ⎦∫ ∫= V          (II.302) 

 
is converted into the Euclidean functional integral 
 

( )21 1 1
exp ( ) exp ( )

2
d
EZ D d x Dϕ ϕ ϕ ϕ ϕε= − ∂ + ≡ −⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞ ⎡ ⎤

⎜ ⎟⎢ ⎥ ⎢ ⎥⎝ ⎠ ⎣ ⎦⎣ ⎦∫ ∫ ∫= =
V ,       (II.303) 

 

where we have defined ( 1)d d d
E Ed x i d x i dt d x−≡ − ≡ − , ( ) ( ) ( )2 2 2/ tϕ ϕ ϕ∂ = ∂ ∂ − ∇  in EQ. (II.302), and 

( ) ( ) ( )2 2 2/ Etϕ ϕ ϕ∂ = − ∂ ∂ +⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∇  in EQ. (II.303). The term ε (ϕ) defined in EQ. (II.303) can be considered as 

the effective energy functional of the field ϕ. In this context, if we identify =  as the temperature T = 1/β and 
recall that the scalar field ϕ(x) can be mapped onto the coordinates qi (i = 1, 2, …, N) of an N-particle system, 
we find that EQ. (II.303) becomes consistent with the partition function of classical statistical mechanics in 
d-dimensional space because of the correspondence 
 

[ ]1 2

1
exp ( , , , ) exp ( )i N

i

Z dq q q q Z Dβ ϕ ϕε= − ↔ = −⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦

∏∫ ∫"
=

H . 

 

Hence, the Euclidean quantum field theory in d-dimensional spacetime is consistent with classical statistical 
mechanics in d-dimensional space.  
 
 Let’s now consider the situation in quantum statistical mechanics. The partition function for a system 
described by the Hamiltonian H is  

       { }Tr
n

Z e n e nβ β− −= = ∑H H .         (II.304) 

You may recall that we have derived the integral representation of i tF e I− H  in Part II.2. Thus, by 

replacing the time t in the expression of i tF e I− H  (see EQ. (II.35)) by (−iβ) and by setting I F n= = , 
we reach the following: 
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     { }
0

Tr exp ( )
PBC

Z e Dq d q
ββ τ−= = −⎡ ⎤

⎣ ⎦∫ ∫H L ,         (II.305) 

 

where “PBC” refers to periodic boundary condition because of the trace operation, the Lagrangian L(q) = 
½(dq/dτ)2 +V(q) under the change of variable from dt to (−idτ ) is precisely the Hamiltonian H in the 
Euclidean time τ, and the integration over τ  runs from 0 to β. Since we are taking the trace in EQ. (II.305), 
the boundary condition q(0) = q(β) must be satisfied. Equation (II.305) can be readily extended to field 
theory if we take H as the Hamiltonian of a quantum field theory in D-dimensional space (or equivalently, d 
= (D+1)-dimensional spacetime) and consider the following correspondence: 
 

( ), ( ) Dq q d x Lϕ ϕ↔ ↔ ∫L . 
 
Hence, EQ. (II.305) is replaced by the following expression: 
 

     { } 0
Tr exp ( )D

PBC
Z e D d d x L

ββ ϕ τ ϕ− ⎡ ⎤= = −⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦∫ ∫ ∫H ,        (II.306) 

 

and for all paths ( ),ϕ τx  the condition  
 

( ) ( ), 0 ,ϕ ϕ β=x x           (II.307) 
 

is satisfied.  
 

The expressions given in EQs. (II.305) -- (II.307) suggest that a field theory at finite temperature is 
equivalent to rotate it to Euclidean space and impose the boundary condition in EQ. (II.307). In other words, 
a Euclidean quantum field theory in (D+1)-dimensional spacetime with 0 ≤ τ < β is equivalent to quantum 
statistical mechanics in D-dimensional space. In the limit of zero temperature where β → ∞, EQ. (II.306) 
becomes the standard Wick rotated quantum field theory over an infinite spacetime, as expected. Thus, the 
analytic continuation between [exp(− iH t)] in quantum physics and [exp(−βH)] in thermal physics leads to 
a remarkable result suggesting that the notion of temperature is in fact equivalent to cyclic imaginary time.  
 
 Given EQs. (II.305) -- (II.307), we are able to deal with finite-temperature perturbation theory and 
Feynman diagrams. In general we still use the Feynman rules as before, except that the boundary condition 
given in EQ. (II.305) requires that the Euclidean frequency ω can only take on discrete values:  
 

   ( ) ( )2 / 2 , ( , , 1, 0,1, , )n n T n nω π β π≡ = = −∞ − ∞" " .       (II.308) 
 

Therefore, the propagator of the scalar field becomes ( ) ( )2 2 2 2

01 / 1/ nk ω+ → +k k  in a relativistic quantum 

field theory, and the integral associated with a Feynman diagram, ( )2d

E Ed k F k∫ , is now replaced by: 
 

( )2 2 222 D

n
d k F TT nππ +⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∫∑ k .         (II.309) 

 
In the high temperature limit T → ∞, we find that the dominant contribution to the propagator is from the 
term n = 0, which implies that the Feynman diagrams are effectively evaluated in D-dimensional space. In 
other words, the Euclidean quantum field theory in d-dimensional spacetime is equivalent to high-
temperature quantum statistical physics in D-dimensional space. One important application of quantum field 
theory at finite temperature is to cosmology, because the early universe may be considered as a soup of 
elementary particles at high temperatures. Finite-temperature quantum field theory is also very important to 
condensed matter physics. In the remaining part of this chapter, we shall study the application of Green’s 
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function techniques in quantum field theory to examples of many-body interaction in condensed matter 
physics, with emphasis on the non-relativistic limit.   
 
[The physical meanings of Green’s functions] 
 
 Our earlier discussion of Green’s functions in the context of relativistic quantum field theory 
primarily considers the propagation of particles in vacuum, which is homogeneous spacetime. In condensed 
matter physics, on the other hand, we are interested in the propagation of particles in a many-body system. 
Let’s begin our consideration with a many-body interacting system in the absence of any external potential, 
so that the Hamiltonian H is also translational invariant in spacetime, and that all Green’s functions are only 
dependent on the difference in the spacetime coordinates (x−x´). To incorporate interaction, we define the 
field operators ( ) ( ),x tψ ψ= r  and ( ) ( )† † ,x tψ ψ= r  in the Heisenberg picture as follows (taking 1== ): 
 

( ) ( ) ( ), , 0 ni ti t i t
n n

n

t e e a e εψ ψ ψ −−= = ∑r r rH H , 

   ( ) ( ) ( )† † †, , 0 ni ti t i t
n n

n

t e e a e εψ ψ ψ− ∗= = ∑r r rH H ,         (II.310) 

and    †
n n n

n

a aε= ∑H .            (II.311) 

 

As before, the creation and annihilation operators †
na and na obey the following communication relations: 

 

† †
n n n n nna a a a δ′ ′ ′=∓ , 0n n n na a a a′ ′ =∓ , † † † † 0n n n na a a a′ ′ =∓ ,       (II.312) 

 
where the upper (lower) sign corresponds to bosons (fermions).  
 
 The Green’s function ( , ; , ) ( , ) ( )g t t g x x g x x′ ′ ′ ′= = −r r  has the physical significance of a single-
particle propagator. For an N-particle system, each propagator corresponds to the propagation of a particle 
added to the N-particle system, which differs from the relativistic single-particle propagator considered in 
Part II.2 that is referenced to vacuum. As before, the Green’s function for the interacting system is defined by 
the chronological operator T:  

( )†( ) ( ) ( )g x x i T x xψ ψ′ ′− ≡ − ,         (II.313) 
 

where the symbol A  denotes thermal average of the quantity A over the grand statistical ensemble: 
 

( )
( )
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exp
exp

N
i ii

N
i ii

Tr Aei A i N
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N Tr e
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β μ

ε

ε

β μ
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ε
ε

− −

− −

⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤− −⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦≡ =
⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤− −⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦

∑
∑

,        (II.314) 

 

N is the total number of particles, μ the chemical potential, { }i the common eigen-functions, and  
 

 ( ) ( )† † †( ) ( ) ( , ) ( , ) ( , ) ( , ), ;T x x T t t t t t tψ ψ ψ ψ ψ ψ′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′= = >r r r r  

          † ( , ) ( , ), .t t t tψ ψ′ ′ ′= ± <r r        (II.315) 
 
In EQ. (II.315) the upper (lower) sign refers to bosons (fermions). It should be noted that the definition given 
in EQ. (II.313) has not explicitly included the spin indices of the field operators. For simplicity we 
temporarily neglect the spin indices, which is valid if we only deal with spin-independent interactions. We 
shall restore the spin indices later for generality when we discuss the diagrammatic analysis.  
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 It is convenient (as we shall see later) to define different forms of Green’s functions besides the one 
in EQ. (II.313). The customary forms of Green’s functions in addition to EQ. (II.313) are listed below:  
 

†( , ) ( ) ( ), ( )g x x g x x i x xψ ψ′ ′ ′= − ≡ − ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∓� � ,         (II.316) 

   †( , ) ( ) ( ) ( )g x x g x x i x xψ ψ> >′ ′ ′= − ≡ −� � ,         (II.317) 

   †( , ) ( ) ( ) ( )g x x g x x i x xψ ψ< <′ ′ ′= − ≡� � ∓ ,         (II.318) 

   †( , ) ( ) ( ) ( ), ( )R Rg x x g x x i t t x xθ ψ ψ′ ′ ′ ′= − ≡ − − ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∓ ,        (II.319) 

   †( , ) ( ) ( ) ( ), ( )A Ag x x g x x i t t x xθ ψ ψ′ ′ ′ ′= − ≡ − ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∓ ,        (II.320) 
 
where the upper (lower) sign refers to bosons (fermions). In the zero temperature limit the thermal average of 
the physical quantity A becomes: 
 

        0 0A A→    as   0T +→ , 
 

where 0  is the ground state of the entire many-system instead of vacuum.  
 
 In the presence of interactions, the Hamiltonian H (= K + V) of the system consists of both the 
kinetic energy of particles K:   
 

  ( ) ( )
2 2 2 2

3 † 3 † 2 †

2 2 2 k k
k

k
d r d r a a

m m m
ψ ψ ψ ψ= ∇ ∇ = − ∇ = ∑∫ ∫

= = =
K ,        (II.321) 

 

and the interaction potential V (restricted to pair interactions for simplicity): 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3 3 † †1 1
, ,

2 2i j
i j

d r d r Vψ ψ ψ ψ′ ′ ′ ′== ∑ ∫ ∫r r r r r r r rVV .       (II.322) 

 
Consequently, the Schrödinger’s equation expressed in terms of the field operators becomes 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
2

3 †, , , ,
2

ri t d r t t t
t m

Vψ ψ ψ ψ
∇∂ ′ ′ ′ ′+ = −

∂

⎛ ⎞ ⎡ ⎤⎜ ⎟ ⎣ ⎦⎝ ⎠
∫r r r r r r ,         (II.323)  

 
and the corresponding Green’s function ( , )g x x′  will involve the two-particle Green’s function g2: 
 

  ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
1

2
4

1 1 2 1 1, , ; ,
2 t t

i g x x x x i d x g x x x x
t m

Vδ +

=

∇∂ ′ ′ ′+ = − ± −
∂

⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∫r r r ,       (II.324) 

 

where ( )1 1 10
lim ,
s

x t s+

→ +
≡ +r , and the two-particle Green’s function is given by: 

 

( ) † †2
2 1 2 1 2 1 2 2 1( , , ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( );g x x x x i T x x x xψ ψ ψ ψ′ ′ ′ ′= − ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ,       (II.325) 

 
where the chronological operator T arranges the operators in chronological order so that the earliest time 
appears on the far right and the latest time appears on the far left. In addition, for fermions only, a factor ±1 
is introduced depending on whether the time-ordered product is an even or odd permutation of the original 
ordering. From EQ. (II.324), we note that the pair interactions in EQ. (II.322) give rise to the added 
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contribution of the two-particle Green’s function to ( , )g x x′ . Similarly, we expect that the differential 
equation for g2 will involve the three-particle Green’s function g3, and so on. The n-particle Green’s function 
gn is defined as:  
 

       ( ) † †
1 1 1 1( , , ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ); n

n n n n ng x x x x i T x x x xψ ψ ψ ψ′ ′ ′ ′= − ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦" " " " .       (II.326) 
 
Thus, the existence of interaction complicates the calculation of the Green’s function ( , )g x x′  in an essential 
way: While in the non-interacting case ( , )g x x′  is determined by a single differential equation and proper 
initial conditions, there is an infinite hierarchy of equations, each connects a Green’s function of order n to 
one of order n + 1. Moreover, the chronological order plays an important role in generalizing the Green’s 
functions to finite temperatures.  
 
[Non-interacting Green’s functions] 
 
 Before proceeding further with calculations of interacting Green’s functions, it is instructive to 
consider the non-interacting Green’s functions associated with the Schrödinger’s equation, which differ from 
those associated with the relativistic quantum field theory. Following EQ. (II.321), in the absence interaction, 
we have H = K so that    

†
k k k

k

a aε= ∑H ,  
2

2k

k
m

ε =
⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

. 

 

From the general equation of motion ( ) ( )[ ]/ ,k kida t dt a t= H  we have ( ) ( )/k k kida t dt a tε=  for the non-
interacting system, which leads to  
  

( ) ( )expk k ka t i t aε= − .           (II.327) 
 

 
 Let’s consider a heuristic example involving one-dimensional non-interacting fermions in a vacuum 
state vac . The field operator is given by 
 

( ) ( ) 1 1

1 , ki ti k x i k x
k kk k

x t a t e a e eεψ −= =∑ ∑ , 
 
so that the one-particle Green’s function for the vacuum state is 
 

( ) ( ) ( )( )1 1
†, vac , 0,0 vacvacG x t i T x tψ ψ= − , 

   ( )1†

,
vac vacki t i k x

k kk k
i T a a e eε−

′′
= − ∑ , 

       1ki t i k x

k
i e eε−= − ∑   for t > 0; 

        = 0    for t < 0. 
 

Hence,    ( ) ( )1

1 1, 0 i k x
vac k

G x i e i xδ+ = − = −∑ , 

and    ( )
2

1 1, 0 exp
2 2vac

i k
G x t dk i kx t

mπ

∞

−∞
> = − −

⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟⎢ ⎥
⎝ ⎠⎣ ⎦

∫
=

, 

              ( ) ( )2
1

1/ 2
3 / 4 / 22i i m x tm

e e
t

π π−= ⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

=

=
, 

 
which is consistent with the differential equation: 
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( ) ( ) ( )
2 2

1 12
1

,
2 vaci G x t x t

t m x
δ δ

∂ ∂
+ =

∂ ∂

⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

=
= . 

 
 Next, we consider the one-particle Green’s function for the ground state of non-interacting Fermi sea 
in one dimension. (N.B.: In reality, one-dimensional fermions are necessarily strongly interacting and form a 
non-Fermi liquid system known as the Luttinger liquid. However, we shall ignore this complication for now.) 
In this case, the ground state is a filled Fermi sea (with occupied momentum ranging from –kF to kF) rather 
than vacuum. Therefore, the one-particle Green’s function ( )10 , 0G x t >  deals with a fermion propagating to 
an unfilled state, whereas ( )10 , 0G x t <  concerns with a fermion propagating from a filled state. Thus, we 
have 

( ) ( ) ( )2 2

1 1
2 2

0 1, 0
2

F

F

k i k t m i k t mi k x i k x

k

i
G x t dk e e dk e e

π

− ∞− −

−∞
> = − +⎡ ⎤

⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦∫ ∫
= = , 

  ( ) ( )2

1
2

0 1, 0
2

F

F

k i k t mi k x

k

i
G x t dk e e

π
−

−
< = − ⎡ ⎤

⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦∫
=

, 

so that 

   ( ) ( ) ( )1
0 1

1
1

sin
,0 Fk xi

G x
x

xπ δ
π

+ = − −
⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

, 

and    ( ) ( )1
0 1

1

sin
,0 Fk x

G x i
xπ

− = . 

 
 In the case of three-dimensional fermion systems, we may Fourier transform the Green’s functions 
into the following: 

( ) ( ) ( )
( )

( )3 3
0 0 0 03

1
, , , , , ;

2
i iG t d r e G t G t d r e G t

π
−= ⇔ =∫ ∫k r k rk r r ki i       (II.328) 

  ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )0 0 0 0

1
, , , , , .

2
i it tG dt e G t G t d e Gω ωω ω ω

π
−= ⇔ =∫ ∫k k k k        (II.329) 

 

Consequently, the 3D non-interacting one-particle Green’s function ( )0 ,G tk  in the ground state 0  of a 
filled Fermi sea is given by  
 

( ) ( )† 3
0 , 0 0i i itG t i T a a e d r e eε ′ ′− −

′′
= − ∑ ∫k k r k r

k kk
k i i  

    ( )†0 0 1 ,i t i ti a a i ne eε ε− −= − = − −k k
k k k    (t  > 0);      (II.330) 

     †0 0 ,i t i ti a a i ne eε ε− −= =k k
k k k      (t  < 0),       (II.331) 

 

where †0 0a a n≡k k k  denotes the occupation number of the state k and nk is either 0 or 1 for fermions. 
Therefore, we may rewrite EQs. (II.330) and (II.331) into the following: 
 

   ( ) ( )0 , i tG t i te ε θ−= − kk     if |k| > kF;        (II.332) 
 

   ( ) ( )0 , i tG t i te ε θ−= −kk     if |k| < kF,        (II.333) 
 

where ( )tθ  is the step function. Moreover, from EQs. (II.329), (II.332) and (II.333), we have 
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( )
( )0 0

1
,

sgn
lim

F

G
iα

ω
ω ε α ω ε→ +

=
− + −k

k .         (II.334) 

 
This non-relativistic Green’s function for a non-interacting system may be compared with the relativistic 
Green’s function for the fermion propagator given in EQ. (II.218) and that for the boson propagator given in 
EQ. (II.48).  
 

 In a real Fermi gas, we expect the quasiparticle excitations to only last for a lifetime ( ) 1−Γk∼  so that 
EQs. (II.332) and (II.333) are modified into   
 

   ( ) ( )0 , i t tG t i te eε θ− −Γ= − k kk    if |k| > kF;        (II.335) 
 

   ( ) ( )0 , i t tG t i te eε θ− Γ= −k kk    if |k| < kF,        (II.336) 
and  

   ( )0 0

1
, limG

i
ω

ω ε
>

Γ → +
=

− Γ+k k k

k   if |k| > kF;        (II.337) 

   ( )0 0

1
, limG

i
ω

ω ε
<

Γ → +
=

− Γ−k k k

k   if |k| < kF.        (II.338) 

 
The results given above for non-interacting fermions in the ground state (at zero temperature) can be 

further generalized to non-interacting bosons and fermions at finite temperatures if we replace the number 
operator nk by the thermal average number operator †

k ka a , which, for non-interacting particles with a 

chemical potential μ, is given as follows:  
 

( )
( )[ ]

† 1
exp 1

a a f
β μ

ε
ε

= =
−k k k

k
∓ ∓

,          (II.339) 

 
where the minus (plus) sign in the denominator refers to boson (fermion) statistics. Thus, we can express 
various forms of the Green’s functions defined according to EQs. (II.316) -- (II.320) into the following (with 

′≡ −R r r , t tτ ′≡ − ):  
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3 †, , ; ,iRg d e g t t i a t a tτ τ τ> − ⋅ > ′ ′ ′ ′ ′= + = − +⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∫ k R
k kk r r� �  

    ( )† †1i ii e a a ie a aτ τε ε− − ±= − = −k k
k k k k .          (II.340) 

 
Similarly, it can be easily verified that 
  

      ( ) †, ig ie a aτετ< −= k
k kk� ∓ .          (II.341) 

 
Following the derivation given above, the other Green’s functions can be derived and summarized below: 
 

( ) ( )[ ], 1 , ( 0)ig ie fτετ ε τ−= − ± >k
kk ∓ ; 

     ( ) , ( 0)iie fτε ε τ−= <k
k∓∓ ;        (II.342) 

    ( ), ig ie τετ −= − kk� ;           (II.343) 
    ( ) ( ),R ig i e τετ θ τ −= − kk  ;          (II.344) 
    ( ) ( ),A ig i e τετ θ τ −= − kk .               (II.345) 
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Interestingly, we note that for non-interacting systems, the Green’s functions g� , Rg  and Ag do not involve 
either temperature or chemical potential μ, and are therefore identical to those associated with a single 
particle moving in vacuum. In contrast, the Green’s functions g >� , g <�  and g involve information pertaining 
not only to the motion of the added particle (or hole) but also to the state of the system as well. In addition, 
for fermions in the limit of T → 0, we have μ = εF = kF

2/(2m). Therefore ( ),g τk  at T = 0 becomes 
 

( ) ( ), , ( 0)F
ig ie kτετ θ τ−= − − >kk k ; 

                 ( ) , ( 0)F
iie kτε θ τ−= − <k k .                    (II.346) 

 
On the other hand, for bosons in the T → 0 limit, the situation is more complicated because of the 
phenomenon known as the Bose condensation. We shall consider the case of Bose condensation later. 
 
 Next, we take the Fourier transformation with respect to time for the Green’s functions given above, 
and obtain the following expressions:  
 
     ( ) ( ), 2g iω π δ ω ε= − − kk� ;          (II.347) 

     ( )
0

1
, lim

s

Rg
is

ω
ω ε→ +

=
+ − k

k ;          (II.348) 

     ( )
0

1
, lim

s

Ag
is

ω
ω ε→ +

=
− − k

k .          (II.349) 

 
For fermions at T = 0, we obtain from EQ. (II.346): 
 

     ( ) ( ) ( )
0

, lim F F

s

k k
g

is is

θ θ
ω

ω ε ω ε→ +

− −
= +

− + − −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦k k

k k
k ,                

     
( )( )0

1
lim

sgns
Fis kω ε→ +

=
− + −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦k k

,         (II.350) 

 
where sgn(x) = 1 for x > 0 and sgn(x) = −1 for x < 0. For convenience, we may define  
 

( ) 1
,G z

z ε
=

− k

k ,           (II.351) 

 
so that EQs. (II.348) -- (II.350) are rewritten as follows: 
 
    ( ) ( )

0
, lim ,R

s
g G isω ω

→ +
= +k k ,          (II.352) 

    ( ) ( )
0

, lim ,A

s
g G isω ω

→ +
= −k k ,          (II.353) 

       ( ) ( )[ ]( )
0

, lim , sgn Fs
g G isω ω ω ε

→ +
= + −k k .         (II.354) 

 
[Interacting Green’s functions and Lehmann representation] 
 

 To find the form of the Green’s function in the exact ground state 0  of an interacting Fermi gas, 
we need to express the particle operators in the Heisenberg representation. That is,  
 

( ) i t i ta t e a e −=k k
H H ,           (II.355) 

and 
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   ( ) ( ) ( )( )†, 0 0 0g t i T a t a= − k kk  

    †0 0i t i ti e a e a−= − k k
H H ,  t > 0; 

    †0 0i t i ti a e a e −= k k
H H ,  t < 0.        (II.356) 

 

Assuming the exact ground state energy of the N-particle system is 0
NE  so that 00 0NE=H , we obtain 

 

   ( ) 0†, 0 0
Ni E ti tg t i a e a e−= − k kk H ,  t > 0; 

    0†0 0
Ni E ti ti a e a e −= k k

H ,  t < 0.        (II.357) 
 

If we further denote the excited states of the system as A  so that A  represents the (N+1)-particle system 
for t > 0 and the (N−1)-particle system for t < 0, we may rewrite EQ. (II.357) into the following form: 
 

 ( ) ( )1
00† † 2

, 0 0 0
N NN ii Ei E E tttg t i a e a e i a e

+
− −

= − = −∑ ∑k k kk A

A A
A A AH , (t > 0); 

  ( )1
00† 2

0 0 0
N NN ii Ei E E ttti a e a e i a e

−
− −

= =∑ ∑k k k
A

A A
A A AH , (t < 0).      (II.358) 

 
 

Noting that the chemical potential μ is given by (for N >> 1) 
 

   1 1
0 0 0 0
N N N NE

E E E E
N

μ + −∂
≡ ≈ − ≈ −

∂
, 

and 
   ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 1 1 1

0 0 0 0
N N N N N NE E E E E E ε μ+ + + ++− − = − − − ≈ − +⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ AA A , 

   ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 1 1 1
0 0 0 0

N N N N N NE E E E E E ε μ− − − −+− = − − ≈ −AA A , 

we obtain 
 

   ( ) ( )† 2
, 0 i tg t i a e ε μ− +

= − ∑ kk A
A
A ,  (t > 0); 

                ( )2
0 i ti a e ε μ−= ∑ k

A
A
A ,  (t < 0).            (II.359) 

 
Thus, the Fourier transform of EQ. (II.359) becomes:  
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
0

0
, , , ,i t i t i tg dt e g t dt e t dt e tg gω ω ωω

∞ ∞

−∞ −∞
= = +∫ ∫ ∫k k k k  

( ) ( )0†

0

2 2

0
0 0lim i t i ti t i tt t

i idt e a e dt e a eα αω ω

α

ε μ ε μ∞

−∞

−

→ +

+ − − +
− += ⎡ ⎤

⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦∑ ∑∫ ∫k
A A

A A
A A  

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )0†

0 0

2 2

0
0 0lim i ii t i tt ti id dt e a e dt e a eω ω

α

ω μ ω μω δ ω ε δ ω ε
∞ ∞

−∞

−

→ +

′+ ′−
− +′ ′ ′= − −⎡ ⎤

⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦∑ ∑∫ ∫ ∫k A AA A
A A  

( )
( )

( )
( )

2 2†

00

0 0
lim

a a
d

i iα

δ ω ε δ ω ε
ω

ω μ ω α ω μ ω α

∞

→ +
+

′ ′− −
′=

′ ′− − + − + −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∑ ∑
∫

k kA AA A
A A

 

( )
( )

( )
( )00

, ,
lim d

i iα

ω ω
ω

ω μ ω α ω μ ω α
ρ ρ∞

+ −

→ +
+

′ ′
′≡

′ ′− − + − + −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∫
k k

,           (II.360) 
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where ( ),ωρ ± ′k  are known as the spectral density functions. The expression of ( ),g ωk  in terms of the 
spectral density functions given in EQ. (II.360) is known as the Lehmann representation.  
 
 Using EQ. (II.286) and the Lehmann representation in EQ. (II.360), we find that the imaginary part 
of ( ),g ωk  becomes 

( )[ ] ( )Im , ,g ω π ρ ω μ+= − −k k  if ω μ> ; 

              ( ),π ρ μ ω−= −k   if ω μ< .       (II.361) 
 

Thus, ( )[ ]Im ,g ωk  changes sign at ω = μ because the spectral density functions are positive definite. 

Furthermore, the real part of the Green’s function is related to ( )[ ]Im ,g ωk  via the following expression: 
 

( )[ ] ( )
( )

( )
( )0

, ,
Re , dg

ω ω
ω

ω μ ω ω μ ω

ρ ρ
ω

∞
+ −

+
′ ′

′
′ ′− − − +

=
⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤
⎨ ⎬⎢ ⎥

⎣ ⎦⎩ ⎭
∫

k k
k P   

          
( )[ ]

( )
( )[ ]

( )0

Im Im, ,1 g g
d

ω μ μ ω
ω

π ω μ ω ω μ ω

∞
+

− ′ ′+ −
′=

′ ′− − − +

⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤⎪ ⎪
⎨ ⎬⎢ ⎥
⎪ ⎪⎣ ⎦⎩ ⎭
∫

k k
P  

          
( )[ ]

( )
( )[ ]

( )
Im , Im ,1 1g g

d d
μ

μ

ω ω
ω ω

π ω ω π ω ω

∞

−∞

′ ′
′ ′= − +

′ ′− −

⎧ ⎫ ⎧ ⎫
⎨ ⎬ ⎨ ⎬
⎩ ⎭ ⎩ ⎭
∫ ∫

k k
P P  

          
( )[ ]

( )
Im ,1 g

d d
μ

μ

ω

π ω ω
ω ω

∞

−∞

′
=

′ −

⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤′ ′−⎨ ⎬⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦⎩ ⎭
∫ ∫

k
P .         (II.362) 

 
 The above consideration of ground state Green’s functions at T = 0 can be generalized to finite 
temperatures by introducing a statistical operator 
 

( )[ ] ( )[ ]{ }exp exp/ Trm m mN Nρ β ε μ β μ= − − − −H  ,         (II.363) 
 

where mm mε=H , mN m N m= , m  denotes the eigen-functions of H and N, and β = T−1.  
 

Given the statistical operator we can express the Green’s functions in their finite-temperature forms. 
For instance, the quantity ( ),g t> k� : 
 

 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )† †, 0 0m
m

g t i a t a i m a t a mρ> = − = − ∑k k k kk� , 

 †i t i t
m

m

i m e a e a mρ −= − ∑ k k
A

A AH H , 

              ( ) 2†m
m

m

i ti e a mε ερ − −= − ∑ k
A

A

A .           (II.364) 

 

From EQ. (II.364) we obtain ( ),g ω> k�  as 
 

      ( ) ( ) ( )
0

, ,i t i tdt e g t dt e g t tω ω θ
∞ ∞> >

−∞
=∫ ∫k k� �  

        ( )†

0

2

0
lim mi ti t

mm
t

i dt e a m e αω

α

ε ερ
∞ − −

→ +

−
−= ⎡ ⎤

⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦∑∫ k
A

A A  
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( )

2† 1
m k

m m

a m
i

ρ
ω ε ε α

=
− − +

∑
A A

A  

        
( )

2 1
m

m m

m a
i

ρ
ω ε ε α

=
− − +

∑ k
A A

A           

( )m⇔A       
( )

2 1

m m

a m
i

ρ
ω ε ε α

=
+ − +

∑ k
A

A
A

A .                         (II.365) 

Similarly, 
         

       ( ) ( ) ( )
( )

0 2 1
, , m

m m

i t i tdt e t dt e t t a m
i

g gω ω θ ρ
ω ε ε α

∞

−∞ −∞

<= − =
+ − −

∑∫ ∫ kk k
A A

A�  

         ( ) ( )

( )
2 1m m

m

N N

m

a m
i

e β μ ε ερ
ω ε ε α

⎡ ⎤− + −⎣ ⎦=
+ − −

∑ k
A A

A
A

A

A .                   (II.366) 

 

If the temperature is not very high, it is reasonable to assume that the matrix elements a mkA  are 

dominated by those with 1mN N− =A . Hence, we may consolidate the expressions in EQs. (II.365) and 
(II.366), yielding 
 

( )
( )

( )

( )
2 1

,
m

m m m

e
a m

i i
g

β μ ε ε

ω ρ
ω ε ε α ω ε ε α

⎡ ⎤+ −⎣ ⎦

=
+ − + + − −

⎡ ⎤
+⎢ ⎥

⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦
∑ kk

A

A
A

A A

A  

 
( )

( )
( )( ) ( )[ ]2 1

1
m

m
m

m m

e
a m i e

β μ ε ε
β μ ε ερ π δ ω ε ε

ω ε ε

⎡ ⎤+ −⎣ ⎦
⎡ ⎤+ −⎣ ⎦+

= + − + −
+ −

⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤⎪ ⎪
⎢ ⎥⎨ ⎬
⎢ ⎥⎪ ⎪⎣ ⎦⎩ ⎭

∑ k

A
A

A
A

A
A

A P .   (II.367) 

 
Thus, we find that 
    ( ) ( ) ( ), ,g e gβ μ ωω ω< >−=k k� � ,          (II.368) 
so that at T = 0, 
          ( ), 0g ω< =k�   for  ω μ> ,    ( ), 0g ω> =k�   for  ω μ< .        (II.369) 
 
Moreover, EQ. (II.367) implies that 
 

( )[ ] ( ) ( )[ ]
( )

Im ,1
Re , coth

2

g
g d

ωβ ω μ
ω ω

π ω ω

∞

−∞

′′ −
′=

′ −

⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤
⎨ ⎬⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦⎩ ⎭
∫

k
k P .       (II.370) 

 
 Given the properties of ( ),g ω< k�  and ( ),g ω> k� , we may define a quantity ( ),A ωk  that can be 
shown to represent the generalized density of states in the (k,ω)-space: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), , , ,A ig i g gω ω ω ω> <≡ = −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦k k k k� � � .         (II.371) 
 

Using EQ. (II.371), we find that ( ),g ω< k�  and ( ),g ω> k�  can be rewritten as: 
 

 ( ) ( ) ( )[ ], , 1g i A fω ω ω> = − ±k k ∓� ,          (II.372) 

  ( ) ( ),i A ω θ ω μ→ − −k       for fermions at 0T → ;       (II.373) 
 

 ( ) ( ) ( ), ,g i A fω ω ω< =k k ∓� ∓ ,                (II.374) 
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  ( ) ( ),i A ω θ μ ω→ −k        for fermions at 0T → ;       (II.375) 

where    ( )
( )[ ]

1

exp 1
f

β ω μ
ω

−
≡∓ ∓

.                      (II.376) 

 

 
As stated previously, the situation for bosons at T = 0 is more complicated due to the phenomenon of 

Bose condensation, and therefore is not explicitly expressed in EQs. (II.373) and (II.375). We further note 
that ( ),A ωk  is real, which is consistent with the fact that is the generalized density of states of the many-
body system under consideration. Furthermore, we show in the following that ( ),A ωk  satisfies the sum rule: 
 

     ( )
2

, 1
d

A
ω

π
ω =∫ k .          (II.377) 

 
Equation (II.377) can be easily proven as follows: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )
2 2

, , ,i td d
dtA i e g t g tωω ω

π π
ω > <= −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∫ ∫ ∫k k k� � , 

         ( ) ( ) † †, 0 , 0 1i g g a a a a> <= − = =⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ k k k kk k� � ∓ .               
 

In addition, we find that the function ( ),G ωk is related to ( ),A ωk : 
 

      ( ) ( ),
,

2
Ad

G
ωω

ω
π ω ω

∞

−∞

′′

′−
= ⌠⎮

⌡
k

k .         (II.378) 

 

The function ( ),G ωk is analytic in the complex ω-plane and has singularities (branch cuts, in general) along 
the portions of the real axis where ( ) 0,A ω ≠k .  
 

            From EQs. (II.352) -- (II.354) and (II.378), also using ( ) ( ) ( )1 1

0
lim
s

x is x i xπδ− −

→ +
+ = −P , we obtain: 

 

( ) ( ) ( ),
Re , Re ,

2
R A Ad

g g
ωω

ω ω
π ω ω

∞

−∞

′
= =

′−
⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤ ⎨ ⎬⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦ ⎩ ⎭

⌠⎮
⌡

k
k k P ,        (II.379) 

( ) ( ) ( )1
Im , Im , ,

2
R Ag g Aω ω ω= − = −⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦k k k .         (II.380) 

 

Noting that Rg g g <= + � , we find: 
 

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ),
Re , Re , Re ,

2
R A Ad

g g g
ωω

ω ω ω
π ω ω

∞

−∞

′
= = =

′−
⎧ ⎫⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤ ⎨ ⎬⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦ ⎩ ⎭

⌠⎮
⌡

k
k k k P ,            (II.381) 

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1
Im , 1 2 Im coth

2 2
, ,Rg A f g

β ω μ
ω ωω ω

−
= − ±

⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤=⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦ ⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦
k k k∓   for bosons;            (II.382)   

        ( ) ( )
Im , tanh

2
Rg

β ω μ
ω

−
=

⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦
k   for fermions.         (II.383) 

 
From EQ. (II.383), it follows that a fermion system in the limit of T → 0 satisfies the relation 
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( ) ( ) ( )Im , sgn Im ,Rg gω ω μ ω= − ⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦k k , 

          ( ) ( ) ( )( )
0

1
sgn , lim Im , sgn

2 s
A G k isω μ ω ω ω μ

→ +
= − − = + −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦k .       (II.384) 

 
In other words, at T = 0, ( )Im ,g ω⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦k  can be determined directly from experimental measurements of the 

general density of states ( ),A ω μ<k .  

 
[Relating Green’s functions to physical observables] 
 

Next, we investigate the relation of Green’s functions to various important physical properties in 
condensed matter systems besides the density of states. For instance, consider the second quantization 
formalism for a first-quantization one-particle operator ( )F r : 
 

( ) ( ) ( )3 †F d r Fψ ψ= ∫ r rr .          (II.385) 

 

Examples of operators F include the kinetic energy K with ( ) 2 /(2 )m= −∇rK , the total number of particles 

N with ( ) 1N =r , and the density operator ( ) ( )0n δ= −r r r . It follows from the definition of ( ),g x x< ′�  that 
the thermal average of F is given by: 
 

 ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3 3, ; , lim lim , ; ,
t t

F i d r F g t t i d r F g t t<

′→ →′ +
′ ′= ± = ±∫ ∫r r

r r r r r r� .                (II.386) 

 
More explicitly, using EQ. (II.386) we can obtain the thermal average of the kinetic energy:  
 

( )3
2

2
lim lim , ; ,

t t m
i d r g t t

→ →′ ′ +

∇ ′ ′= ± −
⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∫ r
r r

r rK  

         ( ) ( ) ( )
2 2

, ,
2 2 2 2
d k d k

i g A f
m m

ω
ω ω

ω ω
π π

∞ ∞
<

−∞ −∞

= ± =∑ ∑∫ ∫
k k

k k ∓� .        (II.387) 

 
Similarly, the thermal average of particle density  becomes: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
3

3
lim lim , ; , ,

(2 ) 2t t

d k d
n i g t t A f

ω
ω ω

π π

∞

−∞
→ →′ ′ +

′ ′= ± = ∫ ∫r r
r r r k ∓ ,        (II.388) 

 
and the density in k-space becomes 
 

       ( ) ( ) ( )† ,
2
d

n A fa a ω
ω ω

π

∞

−∞

= = ∫k kk k ∓ .            (II.389) 

 
We can also obtain the Hamiltonian for an interacting many-body system. Recall the pair interaction 

potential given in EQ. (II.323), which is reproduced below: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
2

3 †
1 1 1 1, , , ,

2
i t d r t V t t

t m
ψ ψ ψ ψ

⎛ ⎞∂ ∇ ⎡ ⎤+ = −⎜ ⎟ ⎣ ⎦∂⎝ ⎠
∫r r r r r r ,        (II.323) 

 
 and its adjoint: 
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( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
2

† † 3 †
2 2 2 2, , , ,

2
i t t d r t V t

t m
ψ ψ ψ ψ

′⎛ ⎞∂ ∇ ⎡ ⎤′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′− + = −⎜ ⎟ ⎣ ⎦′∂⎝ ⎠
∫r r r r r r .       (II.390) 

 

Multiplying EQ. (II.323) from the left by ( )† , / 4tψ ′ ′r  and EQ. (II.390) from the right by ( ), / 4tψ r , 
subtracting the resulting equations, putting =′r r , t t′ = , and integration over r, we obtain 
 

     ( ) ( )3 †1 1
, ,

4 2t t

d r i i t t V
t t

ψ ψ
′=

∂ ∂ ′− +
′∂ ∂

⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞ =⎜ ⎟⎢ ⎥⎝ ⎠⎣ ⎦∫ r r K .        (II.391) 

 
From EQs. (II.387) and (II.391), the thermal average of the interaction potential becomes  
 

( ) ( ) ( )
2 2

3

,

1
, ,

2 2 2 2 2
t t

i d k
V d r i g x x A f

t m m
ω

ω ω ω
π

′ ′→ → +

∇∂ ′= ± + = −
∂

⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞ ⎛ ⎞
⎢ ⎥⎜ ⎟ ⎜ ⎟

⎝ ⎠⎝ ⎠⎣ ⎦
∑∫ ∫

k

r

r r

k ∓ .      (II.392) 

 
Combining EQs. (II.387) and (II.392), we obtain the Hamiltonian 
 

( ) ( ) ( )
2 2

3

,

1
, ,

2 2 2 2 2
t t

i d k
d r i g x x A f

t m m
ω

ω ω ω
π

′ ′→ → +

∇∂ ′= ± − = +
∂

⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞ ⎛ ⎞
⎢ ⎥⎜ ⎟ ⎜ ⎟

⎝ ⎠⎝ ⎠⎣ ⎦
∑∫ ∫

k

r

r r

k ∓H .      (II.393) 

 
 To obtain all other thermodynamic quantities, it is sufficient to calculate the grand canonical 
partition function ZG = Tr{exp[−β (H−μN)]} as function of the volume Ω, the chemical potential μ, and the 
temperature T = β −1. The grand canonical partition function ZG is directly related to the pressure P by the 
thermodynamic equation 

( )expGZ Pβ= Ω ,          (II.394) 
 
and the pressure can be expressed in terms of the density through the relation 
 

( ) ( )[ ] ( ) ( )
3

3
, , ,

(2 ) 2
d k d

P d n d A f
μ μ ω

β μ μ β μ μ ω ω
π π

∞

−∞ −∞
−∞

′ ′ ′= =∫ ∫ ∫ ∫ k ∓ ,       (II.395) 

 

where we have inserted the expression given in EQ. (II.388) for the density, and we note that both ( ),A ωk  
and f (ω) depend on the chemical potential μ, and f (ω) depends on the temperature.  
 

However, in general the dependence on μ may not be easily attainable. Hence, it is more convenient 
to take an alternative approach to calculate ZG: Using the general thermodynamic relation   
 

            
,T

P

μα α
∂ ∂

= −Ω
∂ ∂

H
,          (II.396) 

 
where α  is a parameter in the Hamiltonian: 
 

 Vα= +H K ,          (II.397) 
 
with α  = 0 representing the non-interacting system and α  = 1 representing the actual interacting system, we 
obtain  

( )[ ]ln GV Zβ
α
∂

− =
∂

.           (II.398) 
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Integrating EQ. (II.398) over α and using EQ. (II.392), we have 
 

( ) ( ) ( )
21

0 0

1
ln ,

2 2 2G

d k
Z P P A f

m
d α

ω
β β β ω ω ω

π
α= Ω = Ω − −

⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑∫∫
k

k ∓ ,        (II.399) 

 

where the subscript α in ( ),A ωk  denotes that ( ),Aα ωk  corresponds to the Hamiltonian in EQ. (II.397), 
and P0 is the pressure for the non-interacting system. 
 
 As seen in EQs. (II.387), (II.388), (II.392), (II.393), (II.395) and (II.399), various thermodynamic 
quantities that we have discussed so far all involve an integral of the following type: 
 

       ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
0 0

lim lim ,
2

I I F A f
d e

σ σ

ωσσ ω ω ω
ω
π→ − → −

−= = ∫ k ∓ ,         (II.400) 

 
where F(ω) is a polynomial, and the term exp(−ωσ) is introduced to assist the computation of I in the 
complex ω-plane. Noting that ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )[ ], , , ,A ig i G is G isω ω ω ω= = + − −k k k k� , we can express the 
integration over ω in EQ. (II.400) by the sum of two integrands, one along the upper ω-plane and the other 
along the lower ω-plane:  
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), ,
2 2

R AC C

d d
I i F G f i F G fe eωσ ωσω ω

σ ω ω ω ω ω ω
π π

− −= −∫ ∫k k∓ ∓ ,      (II.401) 

 
where the paths CR and CA refer to the integration over the upper and lower half-planes, respectively, and the 
subscripts R and A are consistent with the those used in the definitions of Green’s functions, denoting 
respectively the “retarded” and “advanced” chronological orders. The paths CR and CA are chosen to avoid 
the poles of ( )f ω∓ , which are imposed by EQ. (II.308) as discussed earlier. More specifically, the poles zν 
are slightly different between the cases for bosons and fermions, and are given explicitly below: 
 

; 2
i

z nν

πν
μ ν

β
= + =       for bosons, 

          2 1nν = −  for fermions,        (II.402) 
 
and n is positive for the path CR and negative for the path CA. Thus, for –β < σ < 0, EQ. (II.401) becomes 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
0 0

1 1
, ,z z

R AI I I e F z G z e F z G zν νσ σ
ν ν ν ν

ν ν

σ σ σ
β β

− −

> <

= − = − ±
⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥⎢ ⎥

⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦
∑ ∑k k∓  

          ( ) ( )1
,ze F z G zν σ

ν ν
νβ

−= ∑ k∓ , 

 

and therefore          ( ) ( )1
,I F z G zν ν

νβ
= ∑ k∓ ,          (II.403) 

 
which suggests that the thermodynamic quantities of a many-body system can be obtained from the values of 

( ),G ωk  at the special points zν specified in EQ. (II.402). This result is convenient because generally 

( ),G ωk  is easier to calculate than ( ),A ωk . 
 
 In addition to the density of states and thermodynamic quantities, another class of important physical 
quantities related to the Green’s functions is the linear response functions. The linear response functions 
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describe the response of a many-body system to a weak external perturbation, which differ from the 
thermodynamic quantities derived from thermal equilibrium conditions. In general the linear response 
functions are also manifestations of the fluctuation-dissipation theorem. We shall consider these issues later 
in Part II.9. We also remark that in the absence of interactions and for a translational invariant system, the 
quantity ( ),A ωk  is related to the density of states of the non-interacting system via the following: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )
2

0 0, ,
2

/ 2 , k
k
m

A ω ωπ ρ δ ω ε ε= = − ≡kk k .        (II.404) 

 

Hence, we may interpret ( ), / 2A ω πk  as the generalized density of states per unit frequency and per unit 

volume in k-space. In addition, from EQ. (II.374) ( ),g ω< k�  can be interpreted (apart from a factor of ± i) as 
the thermally averaged number of particles per unit volume in the ( ),ωk -space. Similarly, from EQ. 

(II.372) ( ),g ω> k�  can be interpreted (apart from a factor of ± i) as the thermally averaged number of states 
(per unit volume in the ( ),ωk -space) available for the addition of an extra particle to the system.  
 
 Having seen the importance of Green’s functions to the descriptions of various physical properties of 
many-body systems at all temperatures, we briefly discuss the equation of state method used to calculate the 
Green’s functions of an interacting many-body system, followed by more elaborate studies of the 
perturbative diagrammatic method.   
 
 As mentioned earlier, the Green’s functions for an interacting many-body system obey a hierarchy of 
equations, and the first of which in EQ. (II.323) is reproduced below: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
1

2
4

1 1 2 1 1, , ; ,
2 t t

i g x x x x i d x V g x x x x
t m

δ +

=

∇∂ ′ ′ ′+ = − ± −
∂

⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∫r r r ,       (II.323) 

 
In order to obtain an explicit solution, the hierarchy has to be terminated at some point by employing 
approximate relation that connects gn with gn−1, gn−2, etc. The simplest approximation is to express g2 in terms 
of g, which is equivalent to the Hartree approximation: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 2, ; , , ,g x x x x g x x g x x′ ′ ′ ′� .         (II.405) 
 
Equation (III.405) implies that the added two particles propagate independently, one from x1 to x1´ and the 
other from x2 to x2´. The Hartree approximation does not satisfy the basic symmetry property that requires 
(g2)2 to be invariant under the exchange of x1 ↔ x2 or x1´ ↔ x2´, and is therefore oversimplified.  
 
 Substituting EQ. (II.405) into EQ. (II.323) and using EQ. (II.378), we obtain  
 

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
2

3
1 1 1 1, , ,

2
i g x x x x ig x x d r V g x x

t m
δ +∇∂ ′ ′ ′+ = − ± −

∂

⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∫r r r , 

           ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3
1 1 1 eff, , Vx x ig x x d r V n x x ig x xδ δ′ ′ ′ ′= − ± − ≡ − +∫ r r r r ,     (II.406) 

 

where we have introduced an effective one-body potential ( )effV r . Thus, we can rewrite EQ. (II.406) into the 
following simple form: 

( ) ( )
2

eff ,
2

( )i g x x x x
t m

V δ
∇∂ ′ ′+ = −

∂

⎛ ⎞
−⎜ ⎟

⎝ ⎠
r r ,        (II.407) 
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which implies that the added particle (or hole) moves independently in the averaged potential ( )effV r  created 
by all particles in the many-body system. For a translational invariant system, the density ( )1n r  is a 

constant n0. As a result, ( )effV r  is a constant given by n0V0, where ( )3
0V Vd ri= ∫ r . Consequently, EQ. 

(II.407) becomes a simple differential equation, and its Fourier transformation yields: 
 

( )
2

0 0 , 1
2
k

n g
m

Vω ω− =
⎛ ⎞

−⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

k .          (II.408) 

 
In reference to EQ. (II.384), we obtain the Green’s function solution for fermions at T = 0: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )20
0 0

1
, lim

/ 2 sgns
g

k m n V is
ω

ω ω μ→ +
=

− − + −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎢ ⎥⎣ ⎦

k .       (III.409) 

 
To obtain the Green’s function for T ≠ 0, we note that ( , )g ωk  is not the limit of an analytic 

function, so that we cannot arbitrarily continue EQ. (II.409) in the complex ω-plane without further analysis. 
However, we can still use the “imaginary time” trick to obtain the Green’s function for T ≠ 0. The procedure 
is as follows. Consider the casual Green’s function 1 1 2 2( , , );g t tr r . If we substitute t1 by –iσ1 and t2 by –iσ2, the 
time ordering by the σ-ordering, and confine σ1 and σ2 within the interval [0, β ], we have:  
 

( ) ( ) 1 21 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 if, ; , , ; , ,i i i ig gσ σ σ σ σ σ>− − − − >=r r r r� ; 

             ( ) 2 11 1 2 2 if, ; , ,i ig σ σ σ σ< − − >= r r� .       (II.410) 
 

For the systems of our consideration, ( )1 1 2 2, ; ,i ig σ σ− −r r  is a function of ( )1 2−= r rr  and ( )1 2σ σ σ−= . 
Using the relation 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 2

3

31 1 2 2, , ,
2 (2 )

; i t t it t
d d kg i e e A fωω ω ω

π π
∞ − − ⋅

−∞

< = ∫ ∫ k rr r k ∓� ∓ , 

 
we obtain the following for σ  < 0: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )
3

31 1 2 2, , ,
2 (2 )

; ii i
d d kg i e e A fωσσ σ

ω ω ω
π π

∞ − ⋅

−∞

< − − = ∫ ∫ k rr r k ∓� ∓ .       (II.411) 

 
Equation (II.411) together with EQ. (II.403) gives 
 

( ) ( )
3

3

1, ,
(2 )

zii
d kg i e e g zνσ

ν
ν

σ
βπ

−⋅−
⎡ ⎤

= ⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∑∫ k rr k∓∓ ,        (II.412) 

 

and    ( ) ( ), ,zi
ig e g zνσ

ν
ν

σ
β

−−
⎡ ⎤

= ⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∑k k ,              (II.413) 

 
where the poles zν have been given in EQ. (II.402). We may also invert EQ. (II.413) to obtain an explicit 
expression for ( ),g zνk , which yields: 
 

( ) ( )
2

, , zi
ig z d g e ν

β σ
ν β

σ σ
−

− −= ∫k k ,         (II.414) 
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Substituting EQ. (II.413) into EQ. (II.407) using the imaginary times, we obtain 
 

  ( ) ( ) ( )2
0 0

2

0 0
1

, 1 ,
2 / 2
k

z n V g z g z
m z k m n Vν

ν ν ν− − = → =
− −

⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

k k .       (II.415) 

 
The solution in EQ. (II.415) gives rise to EQ. (II.409) through analytic continuation. 
  
 In the Hartree approximation, we find that the average energy of the system, using EQs. (II.393) and 
(II.415), is given by  

( ) 2
0 0

1
2

f n Vε ε= − Ω∑ k k
k

∓H ,         (II.416) 

 
which is equivalent to the free particle energy with an added energy n0V0 per particle, as expected. 
 
  An improvement over the Hartree approximation can be made by taking into account the symmetry 
or anti-symmetry of g2 under the exchange of x1 ↔ x2 or x1´ ↔ x2´ while still keeping the added particles as 
moving independently of each other. This improved approximation is known as the Hartree-Fock 
approximation:  
 

   ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 1, ; , , , , ,g x x x x g x x g x x g x x g x x′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′±� .        (II.417) 
 
By following the same procedure outlined above for the Hartree approximation, we obtain within the 
framework of the Hartree-Fock approximation the Green’s function: 
 

( ) 1,g ω
ω ε

=
− k

k ,           (II.418) 

where                 

 ( ) ( )
2 3

0 0 32 (2 )m
k d kn V V n

π
ε

′
′ ′= + ± −∫k k k k ,         (II.419) 

 

and ( ) ( ) ( )3 expV d r i V= − ⋅∫k k r r  is the Fourier transform of the potential ( )V r . We note that the quasi-

particle energy εk in the Hartree-Fock approximation depends implicitly on the temperature through its 
dependence on the thermal average of the density ( )n ′k . 
 
 Next, we want to evaluate the Green’s functions of interacting many-body systems using 
diagrammatic analysis of perturbation theory. Similar to our earlier consideration of relativistic quantum 
field theory, it is generally convenient to apply Wick’s theorem to evaluate the Green’s functions in the 
perturbation expansion. In the following we revisit Wick’s theorem by introducing the definitions of 
chronological ordering, normal ordering, and contractions.   
 
[Wick’s theorem -- revisited] 
 
 The reason why Wick’s theorem is important in the perturbative diagrammatic analysis of Green’s 
functions is due to the need to perform time ordering of field operators in the interaction picture. Specifically, 
while the Green’s functions are given in terms of field operators in the Heisenberg picture, it is not practical 
to calculate the Green’s functions for realistic physical systems in the Heisenberg picture. The strategy to 
evaluate the Green’s functions of an interacting system is to employ perturbation theory, which is best 
performed in the interaction picture. Therefore, it is necessary to reformulate operators in the Heisenberg 
picture into equivalent expressions in the interaction picture.  
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 Let’s assume that in the interaction picture the total Hamiltonian H can be expressed by H = H0 + 
HI, where H0 denotes the unperturbed Hamiltonian and HI the interaction perturbation. Moreover, we 
denote the exact interacting ground state 0  by 0Ψ  and the eigenstate of H0 by 0Φ . We shall first prove 
that the matrix element of a Heisenberg operator OH evaluated in the Heisenberg picture can be converted 
into the interaction picture according to the following relation:  
 

( )
( )

0 0
0 1

00 0 0 0

1 1
, !

HO t i
dt dt

U

ν

ν
νε ν

∞ ∞ ∞

−∞ −∞
=

Ψ Ψ −
= Φ

Ψ Ψ Φ ∞ −∞ Φ
⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫ ∫…
=

 

          ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )[ ]1
1 0I I I

t te T H t H t O tν
ν

ε− + +× Φ… " .      (II.420) 
 
Equation (II.420) can be further extended to converting the matrix element of two Heisenberg operators into 
the interaction picture as follows: 
 

      
( ) ( )

( )
0 0

0 1
00 0 0 0

1 1
, !

H HO t O t i
dt dt

U

ν

ν
νε ν

∞ ∞ ∞

−∞ −∞
=

′Ψ Ψ −
= Φ

Ψ Ψ Φ ∞ −∞ Φ
⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫ ∫…
=

 

             ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )[ ]1
1 0I I I I

t te T H t H t O t O tν
ν

ε− + + ′× Φ… " .      (II.421) 
 
It is clear from EQs. (II.420) and (II.421) that the evaluation of Green’s functions in the interaction picture 
requires performing the time ordering of products of field operators where Wick’s theorem becomes helpful.  
 

To prove EQ. (II.420), recall the Gell-Mann and Low theorem in Part I that expresses the exact 
ground state of an interacting system in the interaction picture:  
 

( )
( )

0 0

0 0 0 0

0,
0,

U
U

ε

ε

Ψ ±∞ Φ
=

Φ Ψ Φ ±∞ Φ
.          (II.422) 

 
From EQ. (II.422), we obtain  
 

  
( ) ( )

( ) ( )
( )

( ) ( )
0 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 00 0

†

2 * *

0, 0, ,

0, 0, 0, 0,

U U U

U U U U
ε ε ε

ε ε ε ε

Ψ Ψ Φ ∞ −∞ Φ Φ ∞ −∞ Φ
= =

Φ ∞ Φ Φ −∞ Φ Φ ∞ Φ Φ −∞ ΦΦ Ψ
, 

        
( ) ( )

( )
0 0 0 0

0 0 0 00 0

2

, 0 0,1 1
,

U U
U

ε ε

ε

Φ ∞ Φ Φ −∞ Φ
⇒ =

Ψ Ψ Φ ∞ −∞ ΦΦ Ψ
.       (II.423) 

 
Similarly, the numerator on the left side of EQ. (II.420) can be rewritten as: 
 

  ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) ( )

0 0
0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

2
†0, 0,

, 0 0,H HO t U t U
U U

Oε ε
ε ε

Φ Ψ
Ψ Ψ = Φ ∞ −∞ Φ

Φ ∞ Φ Φ −∞ Φ
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
( ) ( )

0 0
0 0

0 0 0 0

2

, 0 0, , 0 0,
, 0 0,IU U t t U t U

U U
Oε ε ε ε

ε ε

Φ Ψ
= Φ ∞ −∞ Φ

Φ ∞ Φ Φ −∞ Φ
 

( ) ( ) ( )
( ) ( )

0 0
0 0

0 0 0 0

2

, ,
, 0 0,IU t t U t

U U
Oε ε

ε ε

Φ Ψ
= Φ ∞ −∞ Φ

Φ ∞ Φ Φ −∞ Φ
.        (II.424) 

 
Combining EQs. (II.423) and (II.424), we have  
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( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
( )

0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0

, ,
,

H IO t U t O t U t
U

ε ε

ε

Ψ Ψ Φ ∞ −∞ Φ
=

Ψ Ψ Φ ∞ −∞ Φ
.        (II.425) 

 
 Next, we want to express the product of operators in the numerator on the right side of EQ. (II.425) 
explicitly. Following the discussion in Part I for the time-evolution U-operators, we obtain 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )[ ]1
1 1

0

1
, ,

!
n

n

I n I I nt t
n

t ti
U t O t U t dt dt e T H t H t

nε ε

ε
∞ ∞ ∞

=

− + +−
∞ −∞ = ⎛ ⎞

⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫ ∫
…… "

=
    

     ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )[ ]1
1 1

0

1
!

m

m
t t

I m I I m
m

t ti
O t dt dt e T H t H t

m
ε

∞

−∞ −∞
=

− + +−
× ⎛ ⎞

⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫ ∫
…… "

=
.     (II.426) 

 
On the other hand, we note that the numerator of the right side of EQ. (II.420) can be rewritten if we have ν 
= n + m and if for the ν-th term in the sum we divide the integration variables into n factors with ti > t and m 
factors with ti < t. Clearly there are a total of ν!/(n!m!) different ways of such divisions for each ν. Thus, the 
product of operators on the right side of EQ. (II.420) becomes: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )[ ]1
, 1 1

0 0 0

1 !
! ! !

n
m n n I I nt t

n m

t ti
dt dt e T H t H t

n m

ν

ν
ν

εν
δ

ν

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞

+
= = =

− + +−⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∑∑ ∫ ∫
"" "

=
      

        ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )[ ]1
1 1

m
t t

I m I I m
t tO t dt dt e T H t H tε

−∞ −∞

− + +× ∫ ∫
…… " ,        (II.427) 

 
which is essentially identical to EQ. (II.426) after we apply the Kronecker delta function. Thus, we have 
proven EQ. (II.420). Similar procedure can be applied to prove EQ. (II.421), except that we need to partition 
the integration variables into three distinct groups. 
 
 Now we are ready to evaluate Green’s functions in the interaction picture with the aid of EQ. 
(II.421). That is, by identifying the operators with the fermion field operators in the interaction picture so that 

( ) ( )IO t xαψ=  and ( ) ( )†
IO t xβψ′ ′=  where α and β refer to the spin indices, we obtain the Green’s function 

in the interaction picture as follows: 
 

        ( )
( ) ( ) ( ) ( )

( )
0 1 0

1
0 0 0

†
1
! ,

, I IT H t H t x xi
dt dt

U
ig x x

ν
ν α

ν
ν ε

β
αβ

ψ ψ

ν

∞ ∞ ∞

−∞ −∞
=

′Φ Φ−

Φ ∞ −∞ Φ

⎡ ⎤⎛ ⎞ ⎣ ⎦′ = ⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫ ∫
"

…
=

.             (II.428) 

 
If we further assume a simple interaction potential given by 
 

( ) ( ) ( )1 2 1 2 1 2, ,U x x V t tδ= −r r ,            (II.429) 
 
the numerator of the Green’s function in EQ. (II.428) is simplified into:   
 

( ) ( ) ( )0 4 4
1 11 1 ,

,

1
, , ,

2
i

ig x x iG x x d x d x U x xαβ αβ λλ μμ
λλ μμ

∞

−∞ ′ ′
′ ′

−′ ′ ′ ′= + ⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫=
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )† † †
0 01 1 1 1T x x x x x xλ μ μ λ α βψ ψ ψ ψ ψ ψ′ ′′ ′ ′Φ Φ⎡ ⎤× ⎣ ⎦ .       (II.430) 

 
It is clear from EQ. (II.430) that the evaluation of requires finding the expectation values in the non-
interacting ground state of time-ordered products of creation and annihilation operators of the following 
form: 

( ) ( )†
0 0

†T x xα βψ ψ ψ ψ ′Φ Φ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦" .         (II.431) 



Special Topics for Quantum Field           Part II: Quantum Field Theory for Many-Body Systems 
Theory in Condensed Matter 

Nai-Chang Yeh                NTU-222D5220 (Summer 2007) 84

 
We’ll rely on Wick’s theorem to provide a general procedure for evaluating matrix elements of the form 
given in EQ. (II.431). 
 
 Before stating Wick’s theorem in the context of time-ordered operators, we summarize below three 
different definitions for products of field operators ( )ABCD" .  
 
〈1〉  Time ordering:  
 
 The time ordering of products of field operators is defined as ordering the field operators with the 
latest time on the far left and including an additional factor of (−1) for each interchange of fermion operators. 
That is, 

    ( ) ( ) ( )1 pT ABCD T CADB= −" " ,         (II.432) 
 
where p is the number of permutations of fermion operators needed to rearrange the product given on the left 
side of EQ. (II.432) to agree with the order on the right side. 
 
〈2〉  Normal ordering:  
 
 The normal ordering of products of field operators is defined as placing all the annihilation operators 
to the right of all creation operators and including a factor (−1) for each interchange of fermion operators. 
Hence, we have 
 

( ) ( ) ( )1 pN ABCD N CABD= −" " ,         (II.433) 
 
so that the field operators within a normal-ordered product either commute (for bosons) or anti-commute (for 
fermions). We remark that the normal-ordering notation ( )N ABCD"  in EQ. (II.433) is equivalent to the 
notation : ABCD" : given in some textbooks of relativistic quantum field theory.  
 
 The introduction of normal-ordered products of field operators is motivated by the fact that their 
expectation values in the unperturbed ground state vanish identically. This result remains true even if the 
product consists of all creation operators, because the expectation value in the unperturbed ground state of its 
adjoint product vanishes identically. It is therefore convenient to reduce the time-ordering products into 
combinations of normal-ordering products plus extra terms due to commutation or anti-commutation of 
bosonic or fermionic operators. For this purpose, it is also convenient to decompose the field operator into a 
destruction part ( )aψ  that annihilates the non-interacting ground state and a creation part ( )cψ . Hence,  
 

( ) ( ) ( )( ) ( )a cx x xψ ψ ψ= +   and   ( ) ( ) ( )( )† ( )†† a cx x xψ ψ ψ= + ,        (II.434) 
 

where    ( ) 0
( ) 0a xψ Φ =    and    ( ) 0

( )† 0c xψ Φ = .         (II.435) 
 
As an explicit example, we may consider the decomposition of the free fermion field of a many-body system:  
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1/ 2 †

, ,

( ) ( )

F Fk k

i t i t a cx e a e b x xλ λ λ λ
λ λ

ω ωψ η η ψ ψ−
−

> <

− −= Ω + ≡ +
⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∑ ∑k k
k k

k k

k r k ri i ,       (II.436) 

 

where a λk  and †b λ−k  are respectively the particle and hole operators for |k| > kF and |k| < kF, ηλ is the spinor 
operator, and Ω is the volume of the system.  
 



Special Topics for Quantum Field           Part II: Quantum Field Theory for Many-Body Systems 
Theory in Condensed Matter 

Nai-Chang Yeh                NTU-222D5220 (Summer 2007) 85

〈3〉  Contraction:  
 
 The contraction of two operators A and B is denoted by A•B• and is defined as follows: 
 

( ) ( )A B T AB N AB= −i i .          (II.437) 
 
Given the definition in EQ. (II.437), it can be easily verified that all the following contractions of operators 
vanish: 

( ) ( ) ( )† ( )† ( )† ( ) ( ) ( )† 0a c a c a c a cψ ψ ψ ψ ψ ψ ψ ψ= = = =i i i i i i i i .        (II.438) 
 
Therefore, most contractions are zero. In particular, the contraction of two creation parts or two annihilation 
parts always vanish. The only non-zero contractions are given by the following: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )( ) ( )† (0) ,a ax y iG x yψ ψ =i i  for x yt t> , 

    = 0  for x yt t< ; 

( ) ( )( ) ( )† 0c cx yψ ψ =i i   for x yt t> , 

    ( )(0) ,iG x y=  for x yt t< .         (II.439) 
 
We note that the Green’s function in EQ. (II.439) for free fermions is given by (with spin indices restored) 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )(0) 1, F F
i

x y y xG x y e t t k t t ki αβ αβδ θ θ θ θ−−= Ω − − − − −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∑ k x y
k

k ki . 
 
Moreover, the contractions are c numbers in the occupation–number Hilbert space rather than operators. In 
the case of a product of operators consisting of more than one pair of contraction, we denote the first pair by 
a pair of single dots, the second pair by a pair of double dots, etc.    
 
 Having introduced the definitions of time-ordering, normal-ordering and contraction, we are ready to 
prove the following basic lemma for Wick’s theorem.  
 
〈4〉  Lemma:  
 

 For a normal-ordered product ( )N AB XY" , if Z is an operator labeled with time earlier than the 
times of all operators in the normal-ordered product, then the following relation is satisfied: 
 

( ) ( ) ( )N AB XY Z N AB XY Z N AB X YZ= + +i i i i" " " "  

     ( ) ( )N A B XYZ N AB XYZ+ +i i" " .        (II.440) 
 

[Proof] We first note that for the special case of Z being an annihilation operator, we have ( ) ( )T UZ N UZ=  
for any operator U in the normal-ordered product so that all contractions vanish and EQ. (II.440) is proven. 
We may also assume that the operator product AB XY"  is already normal-ordered for simplicity. Otherwise 
we can always reorder the operators on both sides of EQ. (II.440) so that the same signature factor occurs in 
each term of EQ. (II.440) and therefore cancels identically. To further simplify the problem in the proof, we 
may assume next that Z is a creation operator and AB XY"  are all annihilation operators, because if we can 
prove this special case for EQ. (II.440), for situations with creation operators within the normal-ordered 
product, we may simply multiply the creation operators to the left side of AB XY" , and the resulting 
additional contractions with Z are identically zero because the contractions of two creation operators are 
always zero and EQ. (II.440) remains valid. 
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 Now we may prove EQ. (II.440) by induction for the case of Z being a creation operator and 
AB XY" being all annihilation operators. First, we note that EQ. (II.440) apparently holds for two operators 
because by definition, 

( ) ( )AZ T AZ A Z N AZ= = +i i .         (II.441) 
 
Next, if we assume that EQ. (II.440) holds for n operators, we want to prove that it is also valid for (n+1) 
operators. If we multiply to the left of the product of operators in EQ. (II.440) another annihilation operator 
D that has a time later than that of Z, we obtain 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )DN AB XY Z N DAB XY Z N DAB XY Z N DAB X YZ= = + +i i i i" " " " "  

      ( ) ( )N DA B XYZ DN AB XYZ+ +i i" " .       (II.442) 
 
The last term in EQ. (II.442) can be further analyzed as follows: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 1p pDN AB XYZ DZAB XY T DZ AB XY= − = −" " "  

 ( ) ( ) ( )1 1p pD Z AB XY N DZ AB XY= − + −i i " "  

    ( ) ( ) ( )1 1p p qD Z AB XY N ZD AB XY+= − + −i i " "  

    ( ) ( ) ( )
2 2

1 1p p qD AB XYZ N DAB XYZ+= − + −⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦
i i" "  

    ( ) ( )N D AB XYZ N DAB XYZ= +i i" " .         (II.443) 
 
By inserting EQ. (II.443) into EQ. (II.442) we therefore prove EQ. (II.440). Now we are ready to state and 
prove Wick’s theorem for product of field operators. 
 
〈5〉  Wick’s theorem:  
 
 The time-ordered product of operators can be expressed in terms of the normal-ordered product of 
these operators plus the normal-ordering of all possible pair contractions of these operators. That is, 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )T ABC XYZ N ABC XYZ N A B C XYZ N A BC XYZ N A B C X Y Z= + + + +i i i i i ii iii iii ii i" " " " " "

   ( ) ( )sum over all possible pairs of contractionsN ABC XYZ N= +" .       (II.444) 
 
[Proof]  We shall prove this theorem by induction. First, EQ. (II.444) apparently holds for two operators by 
definition. That is, 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )T AB N AB N A B N AB A B= + = +i i i i .          (II.445) 
 
Next, we assume that EQ. (II.444) holds for n operators and we multiply on the right of EQ. (II.444) by an 
operator Ω with a time earlier than all other operators ABC XYZ" . Thus, we find that 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )T ABC XYZ T ABC XYZ N ABC XYZ N A B C XYZΩ = Ω = Ω + Ω +i i" " " " "  

       ( ) ( )sum over all possible pairs of contractionsN ABC XYZ N= Ω +" ,      (II.446) 
 
where in the second line of EQ. (II.446) we have used the lemma given by EQ. (II.440). Thus, we have 
proven Wick’s theorem in EQ. (II.444) by induction.  
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 Wick’s theorem is useful for evaluating ground-state averaged quantities of the form 0 0Φ Φ" , 
where all uncontracted normal-ordered products of operators vanish. Therefore, the Green’s function given in 
EQ. (II.428) consists of all possible fully contracted terms of the operators in the interaction picture. 
 
 
[Application of Green’s functions to diagrammatic analysis of perturbation theory] 
 
 Now let’s consider the diagrammatic method for calculating the Green’s functions. This method is 
applicable to the important case where the total Hamiltonian H can be decomposed as the sum of an 
unperturbed part (H0) and the perturbation part (HI); the unperturbed part is such that the Green’s functions 
corresponding to H0 can be easily calculated, and the perturbation part can be expressed in the second 
quantization form as: 

        ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )3 3 † †
,

1
2I d r d r Vα β β ααα ββψ ψ ψ ψ′ ′

′ ′ ′ ′= −∫ ∫ r r r r r rH ,        (II.447) 

 
where we have generalized our consideration for fermion systems by restoring the spin indices α and β to the 
field operators, interaction potential, and the Green’s functions. For simplicity, we have assumed in EQ. 
(II.447) that the interaction potential ( ) ( ) ( ), ,

,U x x V t t
αα ββ αα ββ

δ′ ′ ′ ′
′ ′ ′= − −r r  only involves instant-time 

interaction. The Green’s function is now defined as 
 

   ( )
( ) ( )†

0 0

0 0

, H HT x y
ig x y α β

αβ

ψ ψΨ Ψ
=

Ψ Ψ

⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ,         (II.448) 

 
where α and β denote spin indices and all other notations remain the same as before.   

 
While in general it is more convenient to compute Green’s functions in momentum and frequency 

space, as we shall focus on later, it is instructive to consider Green’s functions in spacetime first to illustrate 
the utility of Wick’s theorem. As an example, let us consider the first-order contributions to in EQ. (II.430) 
for a pair interaction potential given by ( ) ,

,U x x
λλ μμ′ ′

′ . In this case, we have three pairs of creation and 

annihilation operators so that there are 6 fully contracted and non-vanishing products of field operators 
between ψ and ψ†. Hence, to the first order EQ. (II.430) becomes: 
 

     ( ) ( )4 4
1 1 1 1 ,

1
, ,

2
i

i g x y d x d x U x xαβ λλ μμ
λλ μμ

′ ′
′ ′

− ′ ′= ⎛ ⎞
⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠

∑ ∫=
 

           ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ){ 0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1, , , , ,iG x y iG x x iG x x iG x x iG x xαβ μ μ λ λ μ λ λ μ′ ′ ′ ′′ ′ ′ ′−⎡ ⎤× ⎣ ⎦  

(A)   (B) 
 

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 1 1 1 1, , , , ,iG x x iG x x iG x y iG x y iG x xαλ λ μ μ β λ β μ μ′ ′ ′ ′′ ′ ′ ′−⎡ ⎤+ ⎣ ⎦  

(C)   (D) 
 

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) }0 0 0 0 0
1 1 1 1 1 1 1, , , , ,iG x x iG x x iG x y iG x y iG x xαμ μ λ λ β μ β λ λ′ ′ ′ ′′ ′ ′−⎡ ⎤+ ⎣ ⎦ .      (II.449) 

(E)   (F) 
 
The corresponding Feynman diagrams are illustrated in Fig. II.7.3, which is essentially the same result as that 
discussed in Part II.3, except that each interaction potential is now explicitly given by a wavy line connecting 
with two solid lines (i.e. two propagators G0’s) rather than simply one vertex point as shown in Part II.3. It is 
clear from Fig. II.7.3 that graphs C and E are equivalent and similarly D and F are equivalent. Moreover, 
graphs A and B are disconnected graphs, and are therefore not contributing to the total Green’s function in 
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EQ. (II.428) because they are identically cancelled by contributions from the denominator 
( )0 0,UεΦ ∞ −∞ Φ . This fact is consistent with our earlier discussion of the generating functional in 

relativistic quantum field theory, where we have shown using the path integral formalism that the only 
relevant Feynman diagrams contributing to the propagators are connected diagrams. We demonstrate in the 
following that the same concept applies to the canonical formalism in the interaction picture.  
 

 
 
 The contribution of a disconnected graph to the Green’s function factors because it closes on itself. 
Therefore, we may express the νth-order term of the numerator in EQ. (II.430) as a product of connected and 
disconnected parts: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), 1 0 1 0
0 0

( ) †
connected

1 !
,

! ! !

n m

m n m I I m
n m

i
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δ
ν

ψ ψ
+∞ ∞ ∞ ∞

+ −∞ −∞
= =

−
= Φ Φ⎛ ⎞ ⎡ ⎤⎜ ⎟ ⎣ ⎦⎝ ⎠
∑∑ ∫ ∫" "

=

                ( ) ( )[ ]1 0 1 0m I m Idt dt T H t H tν ν

∞ ∞

+ +−∞ −∞
Φ Φ×∫ ∫" " .      (II.450) 

 
Summing over all νth-order terms, we find that EQ. (II.430) becomes 
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( )0 0,UεΦ ∞ −∞ Φ× ,            (II.451) 
 
so that EQ. (II.428) reduces to 
 

     ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 0 1 0
0

†
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1
,

!

m

m I I m
m

i
ig x y dt dt T H t H t x y

mαβ α βψ ψ
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=

−
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.      (II.452) 

 

Figure II.7.3 First-order diagrammatic contributions to ( ),g x yαβ  
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In this context, graphs A and B in Fig. II.7.3 do not contribute to first-order Green’s function.  
 
 It is also instructive to comment on a special case of a solid line closed on itself, which corresponds 
to a Green’s function evaluated at the same time. While the time ordering of field operators is not well 
defined in the equal Green’s function, the single-particle Green’s function ( ),g x xαβ  arises from a 

contraction of two field operators within the interaction Hamiltonian HI, and the field operators appear in the 
form of ( ) ( )† x xβ αψ ψ . Therefore, the Green’s function at equal times must be interpreted as:  
 

( ) ( ) ( )0
0 0

†, lim , ,
t t

iG x x T t tαβ α βψ ψ
′→ +

′= Φ Φ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦r r  

        ( ) ( )†
0 0β αψ ψ= − Φ Φr r  

        ( ) ( )1 02 1s nαβδ−= − + r           (II.453) 
 
for a system of spin-s fermions, where n0(r) denotes the particle density in the unperturbed ground state, 
which need not be the same as the particle density n(r) in the interacting system. Thus, the terms denoted by 
graphs D and F represent the lowest-order direct interaction with all the particles that constitute the non-
interacting ground state. On the other hand, the terms C and E represent the lowest-order exchange 
interaction.    
 
 Based on the above discussions, we summarize the following Feynman rules in spacetime for the 
nth-order contribution to the single-particle Green’s function ( ),g x yαβ : 
 
1) Draw all topologically distinct connected diagrams with n interaction lines U and (2n+1) direct Green’s 

functions G0.  
 

-- There are 2n-pairs of internal Green’s functions for n interaction lines and one external pair of Green’s 
function. For the internal Green’s functions denoted by the set of variables ( ) ( )1 1, ,n nx x x x′ ′" , there are n! 
different possibilities of choosing the variables for each of these diagrams, and Wick’s theorem is used to 
verify the enumeration.     

 
2) Label each vertex with a four-dimensional spacetime point xi. 
 
3) Each solid line represents a Green’s function ( )0 ,G x yαβ  running from y to x.  
 
4) Each wavy line represents an interaction given by 
 

( ) ( ) ( ), ,
, x yU x y V t t

λλ μμ λλ μμ
δ′ ′ ′ ′

′= − −r r , 
 

where the association of matrix indices is illustrated in Fig. II.7.4. 
 
5) Integrate all internal variables ( ) ( )1 1, ,n nx x x x′ ′"  over space and time.  
 
6) Associate a spin matrix product with each continuous fermion line as well as with the potentials at each 

vertex.     
 
7) Assign a factor (−1)F to a diagram that contains F closed fermion loops.  
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x 
λ 

y 
λ′ μ′ 

μ 

Figure II.7.4 Illustration of the matrix indices for the interaction potential ( ) ,
,U x y

λλ μμ′ ′ , where λ , 

λ′, μ and μ′ denote the spin indices. 

-- Every time a fermion line closes on itself, there is an extra sign change because the fields contracted 
into a closed loop may be first arranged into ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )† † †1 1 2 2 N Nψ ψ ψ ψ ψ ψ⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤ ⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦

i ii ii iii ii"i i"  

without changing sign and then followed by moving the last field operator over to the far left via an odd 
number of interchanges, so that there is a net sign change.   

 
8) Assign a factor ( )/ ni =  to each nth-order term ( )( ) ,nig x yαβ  of the Green’s function.  
 

-- The nth-order term contains an explicit numerical factor ( )/ ni− = . In addition, the (2n+1) contractions 

of field operators contribute an additional factor ( )2 1ni + , so that the computation of ( ),g x y  involves a net 

numerical factor ( )( ) ( ) ( )2 1/ /n n ni i i i+− − == =  to the nth-order term. 
 
9) A Green’s function with equal time variables must be interpreted as ( )0 , ; ,G t tαβ

+r r .  

 
 As an example, we apply the above Feynman rules to express the first-order contribution to ( ),G x y . 
There are two internal variables and two internal Green’s functions, so that we have   
 

     ( ) ( ){ ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )(1) 4 4 (0) (0) (0)
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1,

, 1 , , , ,
i

g x y d x d x G x x U x x G x x G x yαβ αλ μ μ λ βλλ μμ ′ ′′ ′
′ ′ ′ ′= −⎛ ⎞

⎜ ⎟
⎝ ⎠ ∫=

 

     ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )}(0) (0) (0)
1 1 1 1 1 1,

, , , ,G x x U x x G x x G x yαλ λ μ μ βλλ μμ ′ ′′ ′
′ ′ ′+ .           (II.454) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next, we consider the Feynman diagrams in momentum space. If we assume a uniform and isotropic 
system, and also assume that the Hamiltonian is time independent so that 
 

( ) ( ) ( ), ,
,U x x V t t

λλ μμ λλ μμ
δ′ ′ ′ ′

′ ′ ′= − −r r , 
 
the exact Green’s function takes the form  
 

( ) ( ),G x y G x yαβ αβ αβδ −=   
 
and the Feynman rules in momentum space are analogous to those described in Part II.3, except that now we 
have to replace the relativistic propagators for the directed lines by the non-relativistic many-body Green’s 
function  

        ( )
( )

( ) ( )
0 0

0 1
, lim lim

sgn
F Fk k

G
i i iα α

αβ αβ αβ

θ θ
ω δ δ

ω ε α ω μ ω ε α ω ε α→ + → +

− −
= =

− + − − + − −

⎡ ⎤⎡ ⎤
+⎢ ⎥⎢ ⎥

⎣ ⎦ ⎣ ⎦k k k

k
k k

   (for T = 0). 
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and each ( )0 ,G ωk  line that either starts from and ending at the same point or is linked by the same 

interaction line should be interpreted as being ( )0 ,G ω< k�  where ( ) ( ) ( )0
0Im , 2 FG i kω π δ ω θε< = − −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦ kk k� . 

Also, as for Green’s function in the spacetime coordinates, we need to multiply a factor of (−1) for each 
closed loop in the diagram. In addition, each interaction (wavy) line should be labeled by 

( ) ( ) ( )3 expiiV d r V i= − ⋅∫q r q r , where ′≡ −q k k  is the momentum change involved. The diagrams 

contributing to the Green’s function up to the second order are illustrated in Fig. II.7.5.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 For the consideration of spin-1/2 particles, we distinguish in the following two possibilities for the 
interaction potential. The first case is for spin-independent interaction, where the interaction potential has the 
form of [1(1) 1(2)] in spin space, which represents the unit spin matrix with respect to both particles 1 and 2. 
Therefore, we have 

        ( ) ( ),U U λλ μμλλ μμ δ δ′ ′′ ′ =q q ,         (II.455) 
 
and the matrix elements become 
 

    ( ) ( ), 2U U λλλλ μμ δ ′′ =q q     and    ( ) ( ),U U λμλκ κμ δ ′′ =q q .       (II.456) 
 

Figure II.7.5 Feynman diagrams for g of zero-order (first line), first-order (second line), and 
second-order (third, fourth and fifth lines).  

g = + 

+ 
k 
k k´ 

k 
k´ 
k 

k−k´ + 

+ + + + 

+ + + 

+ + 
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On the other hand, if the interaction is spin dependent of the form ( ) ( )1 2σ σi , we find 
 

   ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ), 1 2U Uλλ μμ λλ μμ′ ′ ′ ′=q q σ σi .         (II.457) 

Furthermore, 
      0λλ μμ′ =σ σi        and       ( )2 3λκ κμ λμλμ

δ′ ′′
= =⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦σ σ σi ,       (II.458) 

 
because [ ]Tr 0=σ  and [ ]Tr 2=1 . Finally, if the interaction potential V consists of a spin-independent 
unperturbed potential V0 and a spin-dependent interaction potential V1, we may express V as follows: 
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )1 2 0 1 2 1 1 21 2 1 2V V V− = − + −r r r r 1 1 r r σ σi .       (II.459) 
 
 According the aforementioned rules, the contributions from the first-order diagrams to the Green’s 
function g (k) appropriate for a spin-independent interaction HI given in EQ. (II.447) become: 
 

      ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
4 4

0 0 0 0 0 04 4
0

(2 ) (2 )
d k d k

i G V G G i G G G V
π π

< <′ ′
′ ′ ′− + −∫ ∫k k k k k k k k� �  

      ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
3 3

2
0 3 3

0
(2 ) (2 )F F

d k d k
G V k V kθ θ

π π

′ ′
′ ′ ′= − − − −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∫ ∫k k k k k .        (II.460) 

  
The aforementioned diagrammatic method provides descriptions for the fermionic causal Green’s 

function g at T = 0 in terms of expansions of G0 and V. For finite temperatures, the corresponding Green’s 
function has to be obtained through the “imaginary time” trick. Upon Fourier transformation to the (k, zν )-
space with zν denoting the poles in the ω-space, we have the following rules for obtaining the nth order 
contribution to the function g (k, zν ) given in EQ. (II.414):   
   
1) Draw all topologically distinct connected diagrams with n interaction lines, two external points, and 

(2n+1) directed lines.   
   

2)  Label each line with a four-momentum ( ), zνk ; conserve momentum and ( )Im zν  at each vertex.    
 

3)  For each directed line labeled with a four-momentum ( ), zνk  write a factor ( )
0

0 1
,

k

G
z

z
ν

ν ε
=

−
k . 

 

4)  For each interaction (wavy) line labeled by a four-momentum ( ), zνk  write a factor ( )V− k .    
   

5) Integrate over all internal independent momenta k through 3 3(2 ) d kπ −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∫  and sum over all internal 

independent discrete frequencies through 1
ν

β −⎡ ⎤⎣ ⎦∑ "    
  
6)  Multiply by (−1)F where F denotes the number of closed fermion loops. 
 
7) Whenever a directed line either closes on itself or is joined by the same interaction line, insert a 

convergence factor exp (−zν σ ) with σ  → 0−. 
 
 

As an example, we calculate the contributions of the first-order diagrams shown in Fig. II.7.6.  
 



Special Topics for Quantum Field           Part II: Quantum Field Theory for Many-Body Systems 
Theory in Condensed Matter 

Nai-Chang Yeh                NTU-222D5220 (Summer 2007) 93

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the rules outlined above, we obtain:  
 

      ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
3 3

2
0 0 03 3

1 1
, 0 , ,

(2 ) (2 )
z zd k d k

G z V e G z V e G zν νσ σ
ν ν ν

ν νπ β π β
′ ′− −

′ ′

′ ′
′ ′ ′ ′ ′− −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∑ ∑∫ ∫k k k k k∓ .         (II.461) 

 

Using EQ. (II.403), ( ) ( )0, 2A ω πδ ω ε= − kk , and the identities 
 

0

2
lim , for bosons;

1

n

n
n n

i

x

e n
i x eη

ω η

β

β π
ω

ω β→ +
= − =

− −
∑ =

=
=

 

0

(2 1)
lim , for fermions;

1

n

n
n n

i

x

e n
i x eη

ω η

β

β π
ω

ω β→ +

+
= =

− +
∑ =

=
=

 

 
EQ. (II.461) becomes:  
 

     ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
3 3

2 0 0
0 3 3

, 0
(2 ) (2 )
d k d k

G z V f V fν π π
ε ε′ ′

′ ′
′± −

⎡ ⎤
⎢ ⎥
⎣ ⎦

∫ ∫k kk k k∓ ∓ .        (II.462) 

 
 We emphasize that the results outlined above are only applicable to normal fermion systems, which 
must be modified for bosons at low temperatures and for fermion systems that are not normal, such as in the 
case of superfluids and superconductors. We shall not cover these more complicated cases here. 
 
 In general, it is rare that a small number of lowest-order diagrams would be a good approximation 
for the Green’s function g. Therefore in practical calculations one either tries to obtain certain general results 
without employing approximations, or, whenever specific results are sought, to find a class of diagrams such 
that the contribution from this whole class is both calculable and dominant. However, it is not very common 
that such ideal situation occurs.  
 

The general strategy in practical calculations is to reorganize the expansion through certain partial 
summations in a graphical way. One may begin with a few simple diagrams (called “skeletons”), and then 
perform all possible summations of lines and vertices (corresponding to “putting flesh to the skeletons”) to 
obtain the Green’s function g. To facilitate such calculations, we introduce in the following a few definitions 
and important relations. First, we define the self-energy Σ as the sum of contributions from all parts of the 
diagrams that are connected to the rest by two directed lines, one in and the other out. This definition can be 
explicitly expressed by the following relation:   
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )0 0 0, , , , ,g z G z G z z G zν ν ν ν ν= + Σk k k k k .        (II.463) 
 

+ 
k, zν 

k´, zν´  k−k´, zν− zν´ 
 k, zν 

k´, zν´  

k, zν 

k, zν 

Figure II.7.6 First-order Feynman diagrams for g ( k, zν ).  
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The definition in EQ. (II.463) can also be expressed graphically, as shown in Fig. II.7.7 (a). We also define 
the proper self-energy Σ*, which involves only the self-energy parts that cannot be separated into two pieces 
by cutting a single particle line. The proper self-energy is related to the self energy via the relation: 
 

* * * * * * * * * *
0 0 0 0 0G G G G GΣ = Σ + Σ Σ + Σ Σ Σ + = Σ + Σ Σ = Σ + Σ Σ" .       (II.464) 

 
Combining EQs. (II.463) and (II.464), we obtain: 
 

* *
0 0 0 0g G G g G g G= + Σ = + Σ .         (II.465) 

 
In the ( , )ω −k space, EQ. (II.465) can be written as: 
 

     ( ) ( )
( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )0 1 1 *

0* 0 *
0

, 1, , , ,
1 , , ,

G
g g G

G
ω

ω ω ω ω
ω ω ω ε ω

− −= = ↔ = − Σ
− Σ − − Σk

k
k k k k

k k k
.       (II.466) 

 
The diagrammatic expression for EQ. (II.466) is illustrated in Fig. II.7.7 (b).  

 
The proper self energy Σ* contains an infinite number of diagrams, which can be expressed in terms 

of g and a quantity Γ, known as the vertex part. The vertex part is defined as the sum of the contributions 
from all parts that are connected with four (two in and two out) directed G0 lines to the rest, which cannot be 
decomposed into disconnected parts. The vertex part Γ is related to the two-particle Green’s function g2, as 
shown in Fig. II.7.8 and also expressed explicitly below:   
 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 2 2 1, ; , , , , ,g x x x x g x x g x x g x x g x x′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′±=  

    ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )11 2 1 2 1 2 1 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2, ; , , , , ,dx dx dx dx x x x x g x x g x x g x x g x x+ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′Γ∫ � � � � � � � � � � � � .    (II.467) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
From EQs. (II.465) and (II.467), it can be shown that the proper self energy Σ* can be calculated 

from the four diagrams shown in Fig. II.7.9 (a), which result from “fleshing” the four skeleton diagrams in 
Fig. II.7.9 (b) – The “fleshing” is done by replacing the G0-lines by g-lines and one of the two interaction 

+ 

g 

Figure  II.7.7 (a) Relation between the Green’s function g (thick line), the unperturbed Green’s 
function G0 (thin line), and the self energy Σ. (b) Relation between the Green’s function g 
(thick line), the unperturbed Green’s function G0 (thin line), and the proper self energy Σ*.  

= 

G0 G0 

G0 

Σ 

(a) 

+ 

g 

= 

G0 G 

G0 

Σ* 

(b) 
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lines by the vertex part Γ. Moreover, we note that the diagrammatic expression given in Fig. II.7.9 (a) is in 
fact consistent with EQ. (II.324) given by the equation of motion method. The basic expression for the 
Green’s function in EQ. (II.465) together with the diagrams in Fig. II.7.9 (a) for the proper self energy is 
known as the Dyson’s equation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

However, the vertex part Γ generally cannot be expressed in terms of a closed form involving g and 
Γ because the skeleton diagrams for Γ are infinite in number. A typical approach is to end the infinite 
hierarchy of relations by approximately expressing Γ in a closed form involving g and Γ. The simplest of 
such approximations is to set Γ = 0, which is equivalent to the Hartree-Fock approximation that we have 
discussed earlier. The proper self energy in the Hartree-Fock approximation is given by:   
  

( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
3 3

*
0 03 3

1 1

(2 ) (2 )
, (0) , ,v vz zd k d k
z V e G z V e G zσ σ

ν ν ν
ν νπ β π β

′ ′− −

′ ′

′ ′
′ ′ ′ ′ ′Σ = − −∑ ∑∫ ∫k k k k k∓  

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
4 4

*
4 4(2 ) (2 )

(0) , ,
d k d k

V A f V A f
π π

ω ω ω ω
′ ′

′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′ ′= ± − = Σ∫ ∫k k k k k∓ ∓ .                (II.468) 

 
Inserting EQ. (II.468) into EQ. (II.466), we recover EQs. (II.418) and (II.419) for the Green’s function and 
eigen-energy in the Hartree-Fock approximation, as expected. The diagrammatic representation of the 
Hartree-Fock approximation is shown in Fig. II.7.10.  
 
 
 

Figure II.7.8.  Diagrammatic expression for the relation between the two-particle Green’s function g2, 
the Green’s function g, and the vertex part Γ. 

+ g2 = ±

g g g g g 

g 

g 

g 

Γ 

+ Σ* 

Figure II.7.9 The proper self energy Σ* is consistent with the sum of the four diagrams in (a), which 
are obtained by “fleshing” the four skeleton diagrams in (b).   

= + + (a) 

+ + + (b) 
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 Next, we introduce the concept of an effective inter-particle interaction V� as the sum of the bare 
interaction potential V plus contributions (apart from a factor i or −1 for the case of T = 0 or T ≠ 0, 
respectively) from all parts of the diagrams that have two external interaction lines. The effective interaction 
V� can be expressed diagrammatically in terms of the polarization Π, the latter is defined as the sum of the 
contributions (apart from a factor i or −1 for the case of T = 0 or T ≠ 0, respectively) of all parts that are 
connected to the rest by two interaction lines, as illustrated in Fig. II.7.11 (a). Following an analysis similar 
to that given for the self energy, we can easily obtain the polarization Π in terms of the proper polarization 
Π*, as shown in Fig. II.7.11 (b), where the proper polarization is defined as the sum of the contributions 
(apart from a factor i or −1 for the case of T = 0 or T ≠ 0, respectively) of all parts that are connected to the 
rest by two external interaction lines, which cannot be separated into two pieces by cutting a single 
interaction line.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For a rotational invariant system, if we define the momentum transfer due to the interaction as 

′= −q k k , the diagrammatic expressions in Fig. II.7.11 can be written as follows: 
 

     2( ) ( ) ( ) ( )V V V= + Πq q q q� ,            (II.469) 
      * * * * *( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )V VΠ = Π + Π Π + = Π + Π Πq q q q q q q q q" .                (II.470) 
 

+ 

Figure II.7.10   Feynman diagrams for the Hartree-Fock approximation.  

+ = 

+ = 
(a) 

(b) 

iV�  iV iV -iΠ iV 

= 
-iΠ 

+ 
-iΠ* -iΠ* -iΠ* iV 

+ … 

= + 
-iΠ* -iΠ* -iΠ iV 

+ = 

(c) 
iV�  iV iV -iΠ* iV�  

Figure II.7.11 Diagrammatic expressions for the relation between (a)V� , V, and Π; (b) V, Π and Π*; 
(c)V� , V, and Π* for fermions at T = 0. For T ≠ 0, the imaginary time case, iV� , iV, iΠ 
and iΠ* must be replaced by V− � , −V, −Π and −Π*, respectively. 
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Hence, we obtain 

        
*

*

( )
( )

1 ( ) ( )V
Π

Π =
− Π

q
q

q q
,               (II.471) 

 

and                            *( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )V V V V= + Πq q q q q� � ,              (II.472) 
 
which leads to  

               
*

( )
( )

1 ( ) ( )
V

V
V

=
− Π

q
q

q q
� .           (II.473) 

 

If we define a dielectric function ( ),cε ωk by the following relation: 
 

( , )
( , )

( , )c

V
V

ω
ω

ε ω
=

q
q

q
�  ,           (II.474) 

we can express the dielectric function in terms of the polarization Π and proper polarization Π*: 
 

*

1 1
1 ( , ) ( , )

( , ) 1 ( , ) ( , )c
V

V
ω ω

ε ω ω ω
= + Π =

− Π
q q

q q q
.        (II.475) 

 
The polarization Π defined here is the result of the dielectric response of a many-body system to the inter-
particle interactions, which we shall elaborate in Part II.8. For comparison, we note that similar polarization 
tensor can be introduced in the case of relativistic quantum field theory for quantum fluctuations associated 
with photon propagation in vacuum.  
 
 For classic references on the application of Green’s functions to condensed matter physics, you may 
consider the following books: 
 
• “Green’s Functions for Solid State Physicists”, S. Doniach and E. H. Sondheimer, Imperial College Press 

(1998). 
• “Methods of Quantum Field Theory in Statistical Physics”, A. A. Abrikosov, L. P. Gorkov, and I. E. 

Dzyaloshinski, revised English edition.  
• “Quantum Theory of Many-Particle Systems”, A. L. Fetter and J. D. Walecka.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


