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UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, October 23, 7:30 PM. Monthly

Meeting 414 S. Holliston, Caltech Y Lounge.
Help us plan future actions for Tibet, the
Patriot Act, Just Earth campaign and more.

Tuesday, November 11, 7:30 PM. Letter-
writing Meeting at the Athenaeum.  Corner of
California & Hill. This informal gathering is a
great for newcomers to get acquainted with
Amnesty!

Sunday, November 16, 6:30 PM. Rights
Readers Human Rights Book Discussion Group.
Vroman’s Book Bookstore, 695 E. Colorado
Blvd., Pasadena.  This month we discuss A
River’s Tale: A Year on the Mekong, by Edward
Gargan. (More info below.)

November 1-2  Amnesty International
Western Regional Conference the Crowne
Plaza Redondo Beach and Marina.  See below
for more information.  Don’t miss this great
opportunity!

Save the Date for Doo-Dah!  It’s that time
of year when Group 22 members head for the
streets to promote the idea that activism is
fun!  We have a new skit this year (see Lucas’
column for details) and welcome volunteers
new and old to participate in this year’s Doo-
Dah parade on Sunday,  November 23.
Please plan to attend the rehearsal/planning
session on Sunday, November 9 at 2:00 PM
at the Caltech Y.  Contact Lucas at
lwkamp@cs.com for more information.

COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Hi everyone!
I'm filling in for Kathy this month as she's snowed

under at work.  The main thing I want to share with you
is our entry for this year's Doo-Dah parade in Pasadena,
which will take place on Sunday, November 23. What is
Doo-Dah? If you are new to the area, the Doo-Dah
parade is a Rose Parade parody that attracts large
crowds to Old Town Pasadena.  The entries vary wildly,
from espousing Pug (the dogs) Power to political
commentary, from marching toilet seats to spacecraft
from other planets.  For many years, our group has
marched as "Animals for the Ethical Treatment of
People", of which some photos can be seen on our
website.

But both masks and theme have become worn out, so
this year our theme will be "Letters to the Rescue", about
letter writing on behalf of prisoners of conscience such as
Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi. We will do a skit
involving super-sized envelopes marching in synchrony, a
dictator, his henchmen, and their prisoners, who are
liberated by bushels of letters flown in by the "Spirit of
Amnesty".  We will need at least 20 people, not just for the
skit itself but also to carry banners, hand out leaflets to the
crowd, etc.  A call for volunteers will be sent out soon, but if
you are interested in participating, please contact us at
aigp22@caltech.edu or lwkamp@cs.com.  There will be a
rehearsal / planning meeting on Sunday, November 9th, at
the Caltech Y (our regular monthly meeting site), from 2pm
on.  Please try to attend!

Cheers,
Lucas aigp22@caltech.edu

AFGHANISTAN
Ensure Reconstruction of Prison System

Following 23 years of armed conflict, the criminal
justice system in Afghanistan is not able to protect the
rights of the people. Prisons, an essential component of this
system, are crumbling after years of neglect and lack
qualified staff. Prisoners are being held for months in
overcrowded cells, some of them shackled, with inadequate
bedding and food. Prisoners and detainees are not being
held in safety; some are suffering ill-treatment and torture.

Background information.  Following 23 years of armed
conflict, the criminal justice system in Afghanistan is not
able to protect the rights of the people. Prisons, an essential
component of this system, are crumbling after years of
neglect and lack qualified staff. Prisoners are being held for
months in overcrowded cells, some of them shackled, with
inadequate bedding and food. Prisoners and detainees are
not being held in safety; some are suffering ill-treatment
and torture.

Prison staff are struggling to accommodate thousands
of people held for long periods in poor conditions, violating
basic international human rights standards relating to the
treatment of detainees. They have received no training and
have not been paid for months.

Amnesty International recognizes that the task of
rebuilding prisons across the country is enormous and
challenging. Unlike other key aspects of the criminal justice
system, until March 2003 the prison system had no
international donor taking the lead on its reconstruction.
The Afghan Transitional Administration does not have
resources and expertise to reconstruct a prison system that
conforms to international minimum standards. The
international community must provide the essential
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Imagine: A World Without Discrimination
 

Photo: A young boy learns about civil rights at a memorial designed by Maya Lin.  Montgomery, Alabama.  © Maya Lin.  Photo: Eli Reed/Magnum.
"IMAGINE"  by John Lennon © 1971, 1999 Lenono Music (admin. by EMI Blackwood Music Inc.)

Amnesty International USA

Western Regional Conference
October 31 - November 2, 2003

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Redondo Beach, CA
Keynote Speakers

Loretta Ross
Executive Director

The National Center for Human
Rights Education

Carrie Dann
Western Shoshone Defense Project

Paul Hoffman
Chair, International Executive

Committee of Amnesty
International

Workshops

!  Crisis in the Democratic Republic of Congo
!  Violence Against Women
!  Human Rights and the ÒWar on TerrorismÓ: An International

Update
!  Organizing in Your Community in Response to the Patriot

Act
!  Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights: Focus on North Korea
!  Human Rights in Guatemala and Colombia

!  Outfront! Defending the Rights of Lesbians, Gays,
Bisexuals, and Transgender People

!  Human Rights and Corporate Responsibility
!  Human Rights Education: The Fourth R
!  Human Rights in West Africa

And many others

Open to the public
Call 310-815-0450 or visit www.amnestyusa.org/events/#regconf for more information.


