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UPCOMING EVENTS
Thursday, August 28, 7:30 PM. Monthly

Meeting 414 S. Holliston, Caltech Y Lounge.
Help us plan future actions for Tibet, the
Patriot Act, Just Earth campaign and more.

Tuesday, September 9, 7:30 PM. Letter-
writing Meeting at the Athenaeum.  Corner of
California & Hill.  In the summer our usual
basement meeting area shuts down.  Look for
us on one of the patios, or the lounge.  We’ll
put up a sign at our table.  This informal
gathering is a great for newcomers to get
acquainted with Amnesty!

Sunday, September 21, 6:30 PM. Rights
Readers Human Rights Book Discussion Group.
Vroman’s Book Bookstore, 695 E. Colorado
Blvd., Pasadena.  This month we discuss
Crescent and Star, by Stephen Kinzer. (More
info below.)

Save the Date!  Amnesty International
Western Regional Conference will be held
November 1-2 at the Crowne Plaza Redondo
Beach and Marina.  Keynote speakers include
Loretta Ross, Executive Director fo the
National Center for Human Rights
Education,  Paul Hoffman, Chair,
International Executive Committee of
Amnesty International, Carrie Dann, Western
Shoshone Defense Project. Workshops on a
variety of topics: Congo, Guatemala, North
Koriea, the Patriot Act, Corporate
Responsibility and Human Rights, Violence
against Women and more… For more
information, contact the AIUSA Western
Regional Office (LA) at 310-815-0450 or
aiusala@aiusa.org.

COORDINATOR’S CORNER
Summer is almost over!  Hope you had a nice

vacation, if you took one, and a more relaxed
atmosphere at work if you had to work! (I think the
heat makes everyone slow down!)  Our trip to
Hawaii was very nice-it is so green and beautiful
there!  Some of the highlights were a helicopter ride
over Kauai, seeing Volcano National Park on the
Big Island and the USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl
Harbor (I was surprised at how moved I was).

Unfortunately, the world’s problems did not take
a vacation.  Amnesty has officially ended the Iraq
Crisis Response, but has a continuous presence in Iraq
and is monitoring the situation.  There are still human
rights violations occurring and of course, everyone
has heard about the recent tragedy of the UN
Headquarters being bombed.  Many other countries
are on the “hot spot” list-Liberia, Columbia,
Guatemala, Congo just to name a few.  We have sent
actions on some of these countries at our recent letter-
writing meetings.  You can also send email actions via
the Internet.  Please visit the website at:
http://www.amnestyusa.org to read updates and to
send actions.  To keep up with the Iraq situation, log
on to http://www.amnestyusa.org/countries/iraq.

On a happier note, we have received an unofficial
report that our longtime POC, the Tibetan monk,
Ngawang Pekar, has been released.  We are waiting
for official confirmation from Amnesty International
before we break out the champagne!

We’ll let you know when we hear!
I went to hear Erwin Chemerinsky, a

constitutional law expert/professor from USC, speak
at All Saints Church on the Patriot Act in late July.  He
is a dynamic and informative speaker-a passionate
advocate for civil liberties.  Our group is involved in a
campaign, along with the ACLU and other
organizations, to persuade the Pasadena City Council
to pass a resolution against the Patriot Act. Group 22
Co-Coordinator Lucas Kamp, who has been working
on this, will keep us updated and let us know when
the City Council is supposed to vote on this issue.

The Amnesty International 2003 Western Regional
Conference will be held in Redondo Beach, at the
Crowne Plaza hotel from October 31 to November 2
2003.  All are welcome to attend (you do not have to
be a member of AI to attend) what should be a great
opportunity to learn about, discuss, and act upon
some of the most important human rights issues
facing our world community today. And it’s in our
area, so I hope that a lot of you will be able to go!  For
more information, contact the AIUSA Western
Regional Office (LA) at 310-815-0450 or
aiusala@aiusa.org.

Thanks so much to all who helped us at our
special “work day” creating greeting handmade cards
which we plan to sell at the regional conference.  This
has been a successful fundraiser for us in the past and
our volunteer “craftspeople” are greatly appreciated!

Kathy aigp22@caltech.edu
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President Alfonso Portillo has brought a marked
deterioration in the human rights climate, with an
alarming increase in intimidation, harassment,
surveillance, abductions, attacks, and apparent
extrajudicial executions directed against the human
rights community, including those struggling for
environmental justice. With General Ríos Montt
determined to run for president, Amnesty
International is gravely concerned that the current
climate of heightened tensions may lead to further
acts of violence in the lead-up to the November
presidential elections.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send
appeals to arrive as quickly as possible:
- expressing grave concern for the safety of

Norma Maldonado, members of M a m á
Maquín, and other environmental justice
activists who have opposed the Plan Puebla
Panamá (PPP) treaty;

- pressing the authorities to carry out an
immediate, impartial and exhaustive
investigation into the raid on Normal
Maldonado's residence, to make the results
public and bring those responsible to
justice;

- calling on the government to ensure that
the civilian population, including local
environmental and human rights activists,
are protected and that the rule of law is
maintained in Guatemala, to avoid further
incidents like the 24 July mob violence;

- urging the government to collaborate fully
with the work of the proposed Comisión
para la Investigación de Cuerpos Illegales y
Aparatos Clandestinos de Seguridad
(CICIACS), which is to investigate human
rights abuses allegedly committed by illegal
armed groups and clandestine security
apparatus and to take immediate steps to
dismantle such groups and prosecute those
involved.

APPEALS TO:
President of the Republic of Guatemala:
LIc. Alfonso Portillo Cabrera
Presidente de la República de Guatemala
6a Avenida "A" 4-41, Zona 1
Ciudad de Guatemala
GUATEMALA
Salutation: Dear Mr. President

Minister of the Interior:
Lic. Adolfo Reyes Calderón
Ministro de Gobernación
Ministerio de Gobernación
6a Avenida 4-64, Zona 4
Ciudad de Guatemala
GUATEMALA
Salutation: Dear Minister/Señor Ministro
Attorney General:
Lic. Carlos David de Leon Argueta
Fiscal General de la Republica
Fiscalia General del Ministerio Publico
8a. Avenida 10-57, Tercer nivel, Zona 1
Ciudad de Guatemala
GUATEMALA
Salutation: Dear Attorney General

RIGHTS READERS
Human Rights Book Discussion Group

Vroman’s Bookstore
695 E. Colorado Boulevard, Pasadena

Sunday,  September 21, 6:30 PM

Crescent and Star:
Turkey Between Two Worlds

by Stephen Kinzer
Kinzer vividly describes
Turkey's captivating delights
as he smokes a water pipe,
searches for the ruins of lost
civilizations, watches a camel
fight, and discovers its
greatest poet. But he is also

attuned to the political landscape, taking us from
Istanbul's elegant cafes to wild mountain outposts
on Turkey's eastern borders, while along the way
he talks to dissidents and patriots, villagers and
cabinet ministers. He reports on political trials
and on his own arrest by Turkish soldiers when
he was trying to uncover secrets about the army's
campaigns against Kurdish guerillas. He explores
the nation's hope to join the European Union, the
human-rights abuses that have kept it out, and its
difficult relations with Kurds, Armenians, and
Greeks.

EDITOR'S LAST WORD:
Read us on line: http://www.cco.caltech.edu/~aigp22
Martha Ter Maat, 626-281-4039 /    rightsreaders@yahoo.com      
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From the 210 exit on Lake Avenue, head south, turn left on Del Mar
From the 110 continue on Arroyo Parkway north, turn right on California

Street parking is generally available.

Amnesty International Group 22
P.O. Box 50193
Pasadena, CA 91115-0193

Amnesty International's mission is to
undertake research and action focused
on preventing and ending grave abuses
of the rights to physical and mental
integrity, freedom of conscience and
expression, and freedom from
discrimination, within the context of its
work to promote all human rights.

Check “Up-coming Events” for
details.  Meeting dates may vary

due to holidays!
California Institute of

Technology

Wilson Ave.

Hill Ave.

San Pasqual

Del Mar Avenue

California Avenue

Letter-writing Meetings, 2nd Tuesday of Month
at 7:30 PM,  Athenaeum Basement.

Monthly Meetings, 4th Thursday of Month, 7:30 PM,
Caltech Y Lounge, 414 S. Holliston.


